THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES, COMMONLY CALLED

EXODUS.

(ALA SHAMOTH.)
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@The Pames of the Tiveltre
Patriarchs.
THESE are the names of the sons
of Israel who came to Mitzer-
aim.
The Chief Jacob, and his family

‘with him :—Reuben, Simeon, Levi,

and Judah; Issakar, Zebulon, and
Benjamin; Dan and Naphthali; Gad
and Asher; all the persons pro-
ceeding from the loins of Jacob, were
seventy individuals; Joseph was
already in Mitzeraim.

Now Joseph and all his brothers
died, and all their children. But the
sons of Israel were fruitful and bred
and increased, and became very,
very powerful and the land was filled
with them.

Foreign @onguevor rules Ggypt
and fears Fsrael,

Then a Foreign Conqueror arose
over the Mitzeraim who knew nothing
of Joseph, and said to his nation,
“This people, the sons of Israel, are
more in number and stronger than
ourselves, therefore let us deal skil-
fully with them, to prevent them
increasing, for it is possible they
might turn upon us in war and
conquer, for they hate us, and may
be fighting against us and expel us
from the land.”

They consequently placed labour
masters over them to force them to
build, and they built fortresses for
Pharoh—DPithom and Ramasses. But
the more they oppressed them the
more they increased: therefore
they trembled and feared before the
sons of Israel. Consequently the
Mitzerites endeavoured to crush the
sons of Israel, so they embittered
their lives by cruel labour, in the
forges, and in the brick-kilns, and in

every labour upon the land, by every

means possible trying to crush them.
The king of the Mitzeraim also
summoned the midwives of the
Hebrews, of whom the name of the
chief was Shifra, and the name of her
lieutenant Phua, and decreed;
“When you deliver the Hebrew
women examine their children ; if
it isa son, kill him ; but if a daughter,
let her live.”

But the midwives feared Gop, and
did not do as the king of the Mitzer-
aim ordered them, but preserved the
children alive. The king of the
Mitzeraim therefore summoned those
midwives again and enquired from
them, “ Why have you not executed
the law, but have preserved the
children’s lives ?

When the midwives replied to
Pharoh, * Because they are not like
Mitzerite women when in labour,
but lively, so that before the time
the midwives have come to them

they are delivered.”’ Therefore
Gop showed kindness to those
midwives.

So the people increased and were
very strong; and seeing that the mid-
wives were Gob-fearing he imprisoned
them. Pharoh then commanded this
people, saying, * Every boy that is
born throw him into the river, but
let the girls live.”
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The Birth of Moses, and Adoption

by Pharol’s Banghter.

But there was a man of the family 2

of I.evi, who married a Levite woman.

And his wife conceived and bore a 2

son. When shelooked on his beauty,
she hid him for three months,
being no longer able to hide him, she
made a boat of bulrushes and pitched
it with pitch and resin and placed it
in the reeds, on the bank of the

But 3
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river. But his sister stood at a
distance to see what would happen
to him. Then the daughter of
Pharoh came down to bathe in the
river, and her maids walked along
the bank of the stream; and they
noticed the boat amongst the rushes.
So she put out her hand and took it.
When she opened it she saw the lad,
and he cried; and she grieved over
him, and said, “ It is one of the
Hebrew children.”

Then his sister asked the daughter
of Pharoh, ¢ Shall I go and seek for
you a nursing woman of the Hebrews,
so that she may nurse the lad for
you?"

And the daughter of Pharoh replied
to her “Go"; so she went imme-
diately and called the mother of the
child; to whom Pharoh's daughter
said, ‘' Take this child and nurse it
for me, and I will pay you the cost.”
Its mother therefore took the child
and nursed it,

When the lad grew up he was
taken to the daughter of Pharoh asa
son, and she called hisname Mosheh,!
for she said ‘I drew him out of the
water.”

The Prince Moses thinks of his
Pation.

But it was long after this, when
Moses had become great, that he
went out to his brothers, and ex-
amined into their condition. Then
he saw a Mitzerite strike'a Hebrew,
who was related to him. Then he
turned this and that way, and not
seeinganyone, he struck the Mitzerite,
and concealed him in the sand.

At another time when he was
inspecting, there were two men,
Hebrews, quarrelling, so he said to
the wrong-doer, * Why do you strike
your neighbour ?"

But he replied, ** Who appointed
you as foreman and judge over us ?—
Are you going to murder me as you
murdered the Mitzerite ?

Then Moses was afraid and said to
himself, *That affair is known
then?” The matter was also
reported to Pharoh who endeavoured
to execute Moses. But Moses fled
from the presence of Pharoh, and
turned to the land of Midian, where
he rested beside a well.
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1 Moses=" From the Water " —F.F.
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Moses andt the FPriest of Midian.

It happened that the Priest of 16
Midian had seven daughters, and
these girls came to draw and fill the
watering troughs to give drink to
their father's sheep. Then the
shepherds came and drove them
away, but Mosesarose and prevented
them and watered their sheep. So
when they returned to Rauel, their
father, he asked, *“ How is that you
have returned so quickly to-day ? "

They answered him ; ** A Mitzerite
protected us from the hand of the
shepherds and also drew and gave
water to our sheep.”

Then he replied to his daughters,
‘ Where is he? Why have you left
the man there? Invite him, and let
him eat bread.”

Thus Moses began to stay with the
man, who gave Ziforah his daughter
to him, and she bore a son, and he
called his name Ghersham,! * for,”
?e Ee,laid, “I am astrangerin a foreign
and.”

A Dety Tyrant arises in Egupt.
A long time after these events, that 23
king of the Mitzeraim died. But the
children of Israel were still oppressed
in their servitude, and their cries
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from their slavery reached Gob.

GoOD therefore heard their groaning; 24
and GOoDp remembered His covenant
with Abraham, and with Isaac, and
with Jacob ; therefore GOD looked 25
upon the children of Israel ; and Gop
revealed Himself,

God’s Rebelation in the Burning
Bush.

Moses, however, was shepherding 8
the sheep of Jethro his father-in-law,
the priest of Midian, and he had led
the sheep to the far side of the desert,
and came to the mountain of Gop, in
Horeb, where a Messenger of the
EVER-LIVING appeared to him, in a .
flame of fire, in a bush. When he
looked, he saw that the bush burnt with
fire, yet the bush was not consumed !

Then Moses said; “I will draw
near and examine this great wonder,
why the bush is not burnt up.” But 4
the LORD saw that he approached to
examine it, so GoD called to him
from the midst of Sinai, and said,
““Moses ! Moses!" and he answered,
“I am here.”

2

3

" 1 Heb. * A-stranger-here.”—F, F,
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5 Then He said, * Approach not!
Put off your shoes from your feet, for
the place upon which you stand is

6 Holy!" Then Hecontinued; “I AM
the GoD of your fathers:—the GOD of
Abraham, and the Gob of Isaac, and
the GoD of Jacob!"”

Then Moses hid his face, for he
feared to gaze upon GOD.

7 The Lord thensaid, *“Ihaveseen the
suffering of My PEOPLE who are in
Mitzeraim and I have heard their
shrieks before their drivers, and I

8 have understood their sorrows, and
I have come down to deliver them
from the hand of the Mitzerites, and
totake them up from that country to
agood land, and a spacious; toaland
flowing with milk and honey,—-to re-
place the Cananites, and the Hitites,
and the Amorites, and the Perizites,

9 and the Ivites, and Jebusites. For
the cries of the children of Israel have
now come to Me, and I haveseen the
oppression with which the Mitzerites

10 oppress them ; therefore you must
go, and I will send you to Pharoh, to
bring My PEOPLE, the children of
Israel, up from the Mitzeraim."

11 But Moses replied to Gop; ‘“ Who
am I, that I should go to Pharoh?
and that I should lead the children of

Israelup from amongthe Mitzeraim? ' .

12 Heanswered, however: ‘‘ Because
I will be with you ;—therefore go. For
I have sent you to lead the people
from the Mitzeraim, and they shall
serve GOD upon this mountain | "

13 Then Moses said to Gop; * Sup-
posing I should go to the children
of Israel, and should say to them,
* The GOD of your fathers has sent me
to you,’” and they should ask me,
‘What is His name ? '—what am I
to say to them?"

14 When GoOD responded to Moses, *“ I

AM WHAT I AM! Therefore say ‘I -

15 AM' has sent me to you." And Gop
further spoke to Moses; * You shall
say thus to the children of Israel;—
‘The EVER-LIVING GOD of your fore-
fathers ;—the GOD of Abraham, and
the GoD of Isaac, and the GoD of
Jacob, has sent me to you. Thisis
My Name from Eternity, and I re-
member this from generation to

16 generation. Go and assemble the
Chiefs of Israel, and say to them,
The EVER-LIVING GOD of your
fathers has appeared to me, the Gop
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
said; I have visited you, and I will save

54

you from the Mitzerites. Therefore 17
I command you to go from among
the Mitzerites to the land of the
Cananites, and the Hitites, and the
Amorites, and the Perizites, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a land
flowing with milk and honey;’ and 18
they will listen to your voice. Then
go, you and the Chiefs of Israel, to
the king of the Mitzeraim, and say to
him, ‘ The EVER-LIVING GOD of your
servants has commanded us, there-
fore we pray let us go a three days’
journey into the desert and offer sac-
rifice to our EVER-LIVING GoOD.
But I know that the king of the Mit- 19
zeraim will not permit you to go,
except by a strong hand. Conse- 20
quently I shall stretch out My hand
and strike the Mitzerites with all the
wonders that I will do within their
bounds, and afterwards he will send
you away. Then I will give this 21
People favour in the eyes of the Mit-
zerites, s6 that it shall be when they
march, they shall not march unpro-
vided, but every woman shall demand 22
of her neighbour and from the guests
in her house, ornaments of silver, and
ornaments of gold, and clothing, and
put them upon hersons and daughters,
and shall strip the Mitzerites."

Then Moses answered and said; 4
‘* But they may not trust me, and
not listen to my voice ; for they may
say, ‘ We have never seen your Gop,
the EVER-LIVING ! "'

Gob, however, asked him, ‘ What 2
is in your hand?” and he repled,

** A stick.”

And He then said, * Throw it on 3
the ground!”” So he threw it on the
ground, and it became a serpent, and
Moses fled from before it.

But the EVER-LIVING said to 4
Moses * Stretch out your hand and
seize it by the tail.” So he stretched
out his hand and seized it, and it
became a stick in his hand. *“Be 5
certain they will believe because of
that, that the EVER-LIVING GOD of
their fathers appeared to you,—the
Gobp of Abraham, the GOD of Isaac,
and the Gop of Jacob.” ' And con- 6
tinuing the EVER-LIVING said to him;
‘“Put your hand now into your
bosom ;" so he put his hand into
his bosom ; and when he drew it out
his hand was leperous like snow !

Then He said, ‘* Replace your hand 7
in your bosom ;" so he replaced his

_ hand in his bosom, and took it out
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again from his bosom, and it returned

like his other flesh,

** And it shall be if they will not
trust you, and not listen to your voice
at the first evidence, yet they will
trust to your voice after the second
sign. But if they do not trust you
even for this second evidence, and do
not listen to your voice, then take
some of the water from the river and
pour it out on the dryland, and there
the water which you have taken
from the river shall become bloed on
the dry ground.”

Moses, however, replied to the
EVER-LIVING; * But yet, LORD, I am
not an eloquent man, I have not been
soin the past, nor in this speaking be-
tween You and Your servant, forI am
slow of mouth and heavy of tongue.”

But the EVER-LIVING replied to
him, “ Who gave a mouth to man?
or who makes dumb, ordeaf ? or blind,
or seeing? Is it not I, the LivING
ONE? So now go, and I will be with
your mouth and show you what you
shall say.”

But he answered ; * Indeed, my
LORD, send I pray You by some other
hand!”

14 Then the EVER-LIVING was angry
with Moses, and He said; ‘Have
you not a brother, Aaron the Levite ?
Iknowthathe cantalk—and heiseven
now coming to seek you. See that you

15 can go cheerfully with him, and speak
to him, and put words intohis mouth,
for I will be with your mouth, and in
his mouth, and will show you what

16 you are to do, and he shall speak for
you to the people. He shall be like
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a mouth for you, and you shall be to -

him inplaceof GOD. And that staff;
—-take it in your hand, for you shall
perform wonders with it.”

Moses therefore went and returned
to Jethro his father-in-law, and said
to him ; ** I wish to go now and rejoin
my relatives who arein Mitzeraim and
see if they are alive.” When Jethro
replied to Moses, ** Go in peace.”

The EVER-LIVING afterwards said
to Moses, in Midian; * Go! Return
to the Mitzeraim, for all the men are
dead who sought your life.”

Then Moses took his wife, and his
sons, and mounted them upon asses
and turned towards the land of the
Mitzeraim. Moses alsotook the Rod
of GOD in his hand,

The L1VING ONE also said further
to Moses; ‘' During your journey to
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the Mitzeraim, regard all the signs
which I put unto your hand, and do
them before Pharoh. But 1 shall
harden his heart, and he will not let
the People go. Then you shall say
to Pharoh, ‘Thus said the EVER-
LIVING,—Israel is My eldest son, and
I say to you, Allow My son to go to
serve Him ; and if you will not allow
him, then I will slay your eldest son.’ "

But while he was upon the road at 24
a resting place, a Chieftain ! met him
and attempted to kill him; but
Ziforah took a razor and cut off the
foreskin of her son and threw it at
his feet, and said, “ You make a
blood-marriage for me.” So he re-
tired from them, when she said, “ It
is a marriage circumcision.”

Now the EVER-LIVING had said to
Aaron, *“ Go and seek Moses in the
desert,” so he went and met him at
the Mount of Gop, and kissed him.

Then Moses related to Aaron all
the instructions of the EVER-LIVING
which He had sent to him, and the
whole of the miracles which He had
commanded. Then Moses and Aaron
proceeded and collected all the Magis-
tracy of the children of Israel. And
Aaron repeated all the matters which
the EVER-LIVING had addressed to
Moses,and produced evidences before
the eyes of the People; and the people
were convinced, and acknowledged
that the EVER-LIVING had visited
Israel, and that He had looked upon
their sufferings;—so they honoured
and worshipped Him.

Then Moses and Aaron went and §
said toPharoh ;—**ThussaystheEVER-
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1 The Hebrew word used is 7 1Y71Y, Jehovah,
and is translated * The Lorp " in former ver-
sions. I, however, use Chieftain, as the word
was a title of honour, as much as our vocable
of “Lord” for a Parliamentary Peer, and was
used in the sense of Chief, as in Genesis,
ch. xviii., v. 35, by the Divine Messengers sent
to Sodom,when they conversed with Abraham.
After the Giving of the Law it seems to have
been almost entirely reserved as a title or
synonym for the Supreme Being, Gop. It
means *“The EVER-LIVING” by 'its innate
sense, therefore Gop commanded (ch. ili., v. 14)
that from that time His Name should be *“ The
EvER-LIVING Gob,” to distinguish Him from
heathen imaginary deities, whom their
deluded votaries believed could die, be mur-
dered, or dethroned, and hence they were no
basis for eternal Law or morallife. Thereader
thus can see the object of the name was to
show the unchanging nature of the Laws of
Morality as they originate from a Being of
Eternal life.—F. F.
























































































































