THE PROPHET EZEKIEL

The period of Ezekiel's Office as Prophet was from 595 to 574 B.C.

The Eall of Gxekiel,

1 IT was in the thirty-fourth year in
the fifth month, when I was
amongst the captives Jocated by the
Great River, the skies opened, and 1
2 saw some visions from Gop. It was
in the fifth month of the fifth year of
the transportation of King Jhoiakim
3 that the command of the EVER-
LIVING came to Ezekiel-ben-Buzi,
the priest, in the country of the
Kasdim, by the Great River, that
the hand of the EVER-LIVING came
there upon him,

The Vision of the Fonr Weings.

4 Then I looked, and saw a raging

wind from the north driving a great
cloud, and whirling fire flashing
around it, with the gleam of polished

5 brassin the centre of the fire. There
were representations of four Beings
in the centre,—and those Beings had
the appearance of human forms.
6 But each had four faces, and each
7 had four pair of wings. Their feet,
however, were perpendicular, and
the soles of their feet like the feet of

a calf, but sparkling like the glitter

8 of bright brass. They also had arms
like a man under their wings, at
their four sides,—and their faces,
9 and pairs of wings were four. These
wings were attached together at the
sockets. The men did not face
about when they advanced — they
10 went straight before each face. The
form of one face was like that of a
man, but the four had the face of a
lion on the right side; and the four
had the face of an ox, on the left

; side ; and the four had the face of an

11 eagle. Their faces were thus.

When ascending they spread their
wings. Each had a couple of wings
attached together. But two covered
12 their bodies, and each in advancing
went straight before himself. To
whatever point the wind proceeded,
they went, they never turned face
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for their journey. And with the 13
Beings, forms appeared, like burning
coals of fire ;—like the appearance of
lamps ;—who marched amongst the
Beings with sparkling fire, and light-
nings shot from the fire. The Beings 14
also ran and danced like lightning.

So I watched the Beings;—and 15
saw a wheel on the earth at the side
of the Beings, at each of their faces.
The appearance of these wheels, and 16
their substance was like the gleam of
amber ;—the form of all four, their
appearance and substance was as if
a wheel were within a wheel.l In 17
advancing, they advanced towards
the four quarters, without facing
about to advance, and they had rims 8
to them,—and it seemed these rims
were full of eyes, round all four of
them, and when the Beings advanced, 19
the wheels advanced at their side,
and when the Beings ascended from
the earth, the wheels ascended.
Wherevet the wind decided to go,~— 20
they went wherever the wind went,—
and the wheels ascended with them,
—for the wind enlivened the wheels.
On its advancing,—they advanced; 21
on its standing,—they stood ; for the
wind enlivened the wheels.

An appearance was above the 22
Beings like sparkling ice, extended
high up over their heads; and 23
beneath this expansion they spread
their wings in association. Each
had two to cover their bodies with,
on one side,—and each had two to
cover the other side; and I heard 24
the sound of their wings, like the
sound of many waters,—like the
sound of waterfalls, when they
advanced, the sound of a storm of
rain,—like the sound of a camp!
When they stood still, they drooped

1 A wheel within a circle, evidently in this

form—
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23 their wings. When a voice came
from above the expanse over their
heads,—standing they drooped their
wings.

26  Above the Expanse that was over
their heads there was an appearance
like a sapphire stone formed into a
throne,—and upon that form of a
throne, like the appearance of a man

27 sitting upon it. I alsc saw a sparkle
like amber,—and an appearance like
the appearance of a fire enclosed
him, with a similar appearance from
his waist upwards, and a similar
appearance below his waist (—I saw
it like the appearance of fire, and it

28 gleamed around him, like the appear-
ance of the bow that comes in the
clouds when it rains,—that was the
appearance which gleamed around,
—the appearance of the Form was a
L1VING-GLORY. And when I saw it
I fell on my face, and heard a Com-

2 manding Voice, which said to me ;—
“Son of Adam, stand on your feet!
and I will speak to you.”

2 And breath came to me as He
spoke, and 1 stood on my feet, and

3 listened to His command, as He said
to me }— .

The Firsl Mission,

“Son of Adam, I willsend youtotke
children of Israel,—to a rebellious
Nation,—who have rebelled against
Me. They and their ancestors have
revolted from Me, to this very day!

4 They are hard-faced and stiff-hearted
lads, to whom I send you! there-
fore you must say, ‘ Thus says the

5 Almighty LORD!’'-— whether they

listen or refuse,—for they are a rebel-
lious family,—yet will know that a

6 Preacher has come tothem. So, Son
of Adam, fear them not,—or their
threats,—although you are among
briars and thorns, and live amongst
scorpions. Fear not their threats,
nor be depressed by their faces, for

7 they are-a rebellious family, but pro-
claim My Message to them,—whether
they listen or refuse I—for they are a
rebellious family.

8 “ You,however, Sonof Adam, listen
to what I say to you;—be not rebel-
lious, — like' that rebellious family.
Open your mouth and eat what I give
you'n

The Pook to be Eaten,

9 Then I looked and saw a hand
approach me, with a Roll-book in it,

and it spread it before me, and it was
written on the front and the back,—
and the writing was about wailing,
and lamentation, and woe!

Then He said to me: *“Son of 8
Adam! Eat what you have found.
Eat this volume! and go and speak
to the House of Israel.”

So 1 opened my mouth, and He 2
made me eat that volume.

Then He said to me: ‘“Son of 3
Adam! Let your belly eat, and fill
your stomach with that volume, which
1 have given you.”

1 consequently ate it, and it was as
sweet as honey to my mouth !

He afterwards said tome: * Son of 4
Adam! Go,—approach,—the House
of Israel, and report My Message to
them; for I do nét send you to a 5
People of deep lips, and heavy tongue,

~ but to the House of Israel,—not to 6

many Nations of deep lip and heavy
tongue, whose language you could
not understand if I sent you to them,
—they might listen to you,—but the 7
House of Israel will not be desirous
to listen to you,—for they are not
willing to listen to Me,—for all the
House of Israel are hard-browed and
stifi-hearted. However I will give 8
you a bold face against their faces;
and a bold brow against their brows.
As a diamond is harder than flint, I g
have made your brow. Fear not, nor
submit to them,—for they are a rebel-
lious family.”

He also said tome, * Son of Adam! 10
Take all the commands I entrust to
you, to your heart, and listen with
your ears, and go, approach to the 1r
captivity of the children of your
people, and address them, and say,

‘ Thus says the ALMIGHTY LORD ! '—
whether they listen, or whether they
refuse! "

Then the wind carried me along 12
and I heard behind me a great rush-
ing sound,— proceeding from the
dwelling of the MIGHTY LORD, and 13

‘the sound of the wings of the Beings

clapping one against the other,—and
the sound of the wheels accompany-
ing them,—and the sound of a great
rushing. So the wind took me up, 14
and ceized me, and 1 went better, in
heat of my breath, and the hand of
the EVER-LIVING was strongly upon
me. Thus I was brought to the 15
transports of Thel-abib, who were
settled by the Great River, and who
resided there, and 1 stayed there
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seven days amongst them in a
stupor,

16 But at the end of the seven days,
the command of the EVER-LIVING

17 came to me to say; ‘“Son of Adam |
I have placed you as a watchman for
the House of Israel, therefore listen
to a message from My mouth, and

18 instruct them from Me. When I say
to the wicked, * You shall die!’ and
you do not inform him or do not
speak to thewicked to warn him from
his evil way, to revive him—the
wicked will die in his wickedness,
but I will seek his blood on your

19 hand! But if you warn the wicked,
and he does not turn from his
wickedness, — and from his evil
way,—the wicked shall die in his
sin, but you will have redeemed
your soul.

20 * And when a good- man abandons
right, and does wrong, when I re-
prove him openly he shall die. He
will die, if you have not warned him
of his sin, for the right that he did
will not be remembered ; but I will

21 seek his blood on your hand. But if
you warn the good not to sin, and he
ceases from sin, he will live, if he
took warning;—and you will have
redeemed your soul.”

@he Message from the Wallep to
Jerusalem.

22 The hand of the EVER-LIVING
came upon me again, and He said,
‘ Arise, go out to the valley, and I
will speak to you there.”

23 So I arose and went out to the
valley, and saw the DIVINE SPLEN-
DOUR standing there, like the splen-
dour that I saw by the Great River,
—and I fell upon my face.

24 Then breath came to me, and I
raised myself upon my feet, and He
spoke to me and said:

25 “Gol Shut yourself in your house!
But, son of Adam, they will put ropes
and chains upon you, so that you may

26 not go out amongst them. I also will
fix your tongue to your palate, and
make you dumb, so that you cannot
be a reprover of them,—for they are

27 a rebellious family! But when I
speak to you, I will open your mouth,
when you must say to them, ‘Thus
says the MIGHTY LORD. Listen,
and faint! for they are a rebellious
family,
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The Boom of Jerusalem.

‘¢ So now, son of Adam, take a tile! 4
and place it before you, and draw
upon it the city of Jerusalem. And
pourtray upon it a siege, and build 2
a rampart against it; heap up an
embankment against it, and repre-
sent camps against it, and place
battering rams around it. Then take 3
an iron plate, and make of it a wall
of iron between you and the city, and
fix your face towards it, and let it be
a siege, and besiege it. That shall be
a sign to the House of Israel.

* Youmustalso lie on your left side, 4
and place the frailties of the House
of Israel upon it; for the number of
days that you lie upon it, you shall
carry the frailties of the House of
Israel; for I have laid upon you the 5
years of their frailty, by the number
of the days,—three hundred and
ninety days, during which you shall
carry the frailty of Israel. But when 6
you have accomplished these, then
you shall lie upon your right side
again, and bear the frailty of the
House of Judah for forty days,—a
day for a year,—a day for a year,—

I have laid upon you,

*Then set before you the siege of 7
Jerusalem, and strip your arm, and
preach against it. So look! I will 8
put bonds on you, and you shall not
turn from side to side, until the time
of the siege is completed. Also take g
wheat, and barley, and beans, and
lentils, and spilt, and millet, and put
theny into the same dish, and make
bread of them for yourself. For the
prescribed period that you are to be
on your side; you shall eat it for
three hundred and ninety days. You 1o
must eat it by weight of ten shekels
a day; eat it from time to time.
Also drink your water by measure,— 11
the sixth part of a hin. Drink it
from time to time. Eat it like barley 12
cakes, and bake them with human
dung in their sight! "

And the LORD added; * The 13
children of Israel shall eat their
bread defiled like that, by the
heathen, to whom I drive them.”

But I replied, ‘“Oh! MIGHTY 14

1 NoreB,—Ch. 4, v. 1, “atile.” As before
noted in Jeremiah, these “tiles ” or tablets
of clay were the usual means of writing upon
in that time. Large quantities of them can
be seen in the Assyrian Court of the British
Museum,
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LORD, look at my life! I have not
defiled myself,—nor have I ever
eaten a dead carcase, or one that has
been torn, from my youth until now ;
—mnor has foul food entered my
mouth.”

15 However He answered me, ** Look!
I will appoint cow-dung instead of
human-dung, so prepare your food
with that.”

16 Then He said to me, *“Son of
Adam! I will break the staff of
bread in Jerusalem, and they shall
eat bread by weight, and in dread;
and drink by measure and measure,

17 because they shall be destitute of
bread and water, and each suspect
his brother, and waste away in their
sin,

The Prophet ordered to Shabe bis
Bead and Beard,

5 ‘*Also, son of Adam, take a sharp
sword to apply to yourself as a
barber’s razor, and pass it over your
head, and over your beard. Then
take a weighing scales, and divide

2 them. Burn a third part in a fire, in
the middle of the city, when the time
of the siege is completed. Then take
a third part, and chop about it with
the sword : and scatter that third part
to the wind, and I will fling the sword

3 after them. But you must reserve a
small number of them, and put them

4 in your pocket. However, you must
take some, and throw them into the
fire, and burn them in the fire, when
a flame shall spring from them aguinst
all the House of Israel.”

s ‘Then the MIGHTY LORD said; * I
have set this Jerusalem in the centre
of the heathen with countries around

6 her, But she perverted My decrees
to wrong more than the heathen; and
My institutions more than the coun-
tries1 who are around her,—for she
rejected My decrees, and would not
follow My institutions,

7 *“Therefore,” thus the MIGHTY
1LORD says, “because you rage
against My institutions more than
the heathen around you, by not
following them, and have not prac-
tised My decrees, but have acted
according to the decrees of the

8 heathen around you.! Therefore

1 Note.—Ch. 5, vv. 5, 7.. See Romans,
chaps. 1, 2, 3, in reference to this state-
ment.~—F, F,

(the MIGHTY LORD says this), ‘1
am opposed to you! I, Myself,—and

I will execute amongst you My own
decrees, in the sight of the heathen.
For I will effect upon you, what I 9
have not done, and what I will never
do again like it,—because of all your
depravities. Therefore parents shall 10
eat their children amongst you, and
children will eat their parents! And
when I have done justice on you,~—
I will scatter all the remnant of you
to the wind. So, by My own life,” 11
says the MIGHTY LORD, * because
you have polluted My Sanctuary with
all your filth, and with all your
depravities, I also will avert Myself,
and My eye will not pity, and I will
not spare! A third of you shall die 12
by plague and famine consuming
among you; and a third will fall by
the sword around you; and I will
scatter a third to every wind, and
fling a sword after them! Then My 13
anger will be completed, and My
wrath satisfied upon them, and I will
rest, and they will recognize that I,
the EVER-LIVING, have spoken in My
zeal to accomplish My indignation
upon them. '

“I will also make you a heap of 14
ashes, and a scorn to the heathen
around you;—to the eyes of every
passer-by. And you shall become a 15
scorn and an insuiting proverb, and
an astonishment to the heathen about
you, when I have executed upon you
the decrees of My anger and indigna-
tion, and these reproofs (I, the
EVER-LIVING, have said it); and
when I send the cruel arrows of 16

| famine upon you,—which bring

destruction to those to whom I
send them, and increase famine
among you, and break your staff of
bread. For I will send famine upon 17
you, and savage beasts, who will
bereave you,—and plague, and blood-
shed shall pass through you. I will
also bring a sword against you,—I,
the EVER-LIVING, have said it | "

@The Boom of the Eand of Fsrael.

The command of the EVER-LIVING 6
came to me afterwards, to say :(—

“Son of Adam! Set your face 2
against the mountains of Israel, and
preach to them, and say,

* Mountains of Israel! listen to the 3
words of the MIGHTY LorRD! Thus
says the MIGHTY LORD to the moun-
tains and hills, to the torrents, and
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