(536 B.C.)

EZRA.

BOOK THE FIRST.

HISTORY OF THE FIRST RETURN FROM BABYLON,
LED BY ZERUBBABEL.

@yrus Orders the Restoration of

1

w

the @emple.

I N the first year of Kuresh King of
Persia, the promise of the EVER-
L1VING through the mouth of Jeremiah
was fulfilled by the EVER-LIVING
exciting the mind of Kuresh king of
the Persians. He consequently pub-
lished a proclamation to all his Em-
pire, and also recorded it to say ;—

@urus's Proclamation.

“Kuresh the king of the Persians
commands thus: to all kingdoms of
the Empire, which the EVER-LIVING
Gobp of the Heavensgavetome,—Who
has appointed me to build a Temple
for Him at Jerusalem, in Judea.—

““Whoever, of all His People is
with you, may Gobp be with him, so
let him go up to Jerusalem, that is in
Judea, and build the Temple of the
EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel. He is
the Gop,—Who is in Jerusalem.
And let all the residents in any place
where they are lodged assist those
persons in that place with silver and
gold, and provisions, and cattle; and
with offerings for the Temple of the
GOD who isin jperusalem."

@he Restoration beging in the @ribes

-

9

of Fudah and Wenjamin.

Then the heads of the families of
Judah and Benjamin arose, with the
Priests and Levites, and all whose
spirit Gop had excited to go up to
build the Temple of the EVER-LIVING,
which is in Jerusalem, and allaround
encouraged them by giving articles
of silver and gold, and provisions, and
cattle, and jewels, beside the free will

offerings. And King Kuresh brought

out the vessels of the Temple of the
LorDp, which Nebukadnezzar had
brought from Jerusalém and put into
the Temple of his God,—those,
Koresh king of the Persians brought
out under the care of Mithredath the
treasurer, who counted them to
Shashbazar the Governor of Judea.
And this was their number; Thirty

basins of Gold ; a Thousand basins of

- Silver; Twenty-nine knives; Thirty ro

cups of gold ; next Four hundred and
ten cups of silver; and of other
vessels one Thousand. Allthe vessels 11
of Gold and Silver were Five thousand
Four hundred.—The whole of them
were carried by Shashbazar, with the
returning transports, from Babel to
Jerusalem.

Bescendants of Dabid foho Returned. :

And these are the sons of the Royal 2
Family who returned from the cap-
tives of the transportation, whom
Nebukadnezzar, King of Babel, trans-
ported to Babel, who returned to
Jerusalem and Judea, each to his own
village,—who came with Zerubabel; 2
Joshua, Nehemiah, Saraiah, Raliah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai,
Rehum, Banah.

From the Records of {he Men of
Israel.

Of the Beni Parosh,—Two 3
thousand, one hundred and
seventy-two ; 2,172

Of the Beni Shaphatiah; 4
Three hundred and seventy-
two; 372

Of the Beni Arah; seven 5
hundred and seventy-five ; 775

Of the Beni Pathath—of the
Beni Jeshua and Joab; Two
thousand, eight hundred and

twelve ; 2,812
Of the Beni Elam ; One thou- 2

sand, two hundred and fifty-

four; 1,254
Of the Beni Zathi; nine

hundred and forty-five ; 945
Of the Beni Zakkai; seven 9

hundred and sixty; 260
Of the Beni Bani; Six hun- 10

dred and forty-two; 642
Of the Beni Babai ; Six hun- 1I

dred and twenty-three ; 623
Ofthe Beni Azgad ; Onethou- 12

sand two hundred and twenty-

two; 1,222
Of the Beni Adonikam; Six 13

hundred and sixty-six: 666
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14 hOf th; B;rfl_lif Bigvai; Two THE LEVITES.
thousand an ty-six ; 2,056 :

15 Of the Beni Adin, Two hun- miop the Beni Jeshuz and Kad- 40
dred and fifty-four; 254 | Seventy-five- ’

16 Of the Beni Atar of Heze- y ’ 75
kiah; ninety-eight; 08 THE SINGERS.

17  Of the Beni Bezai; Three Of the Beni Asaph; One hun- 41
hundred and twenty-three; 323 | dred and twenty-eight; 128

18  Of the Beni Jorah ; One hun-

. dred and twelve; 112 ‘THE SONS OF THE PORTERS,

19  Of the Beni Hasham; Two Of the Beni Shallum; the 42
hundred and twenty-three ; 223 | Beni Atar; the Beni Talman: )

20 ﬁvg-f the Beni Gibar ; ninety- the Beni Akub; the Beni Hatita

; . 95 | the Beni Shobal; in all one

21 Of the Beni Bethlehem; a irtv-nine s
hundred and twenty-three ; 123 hundred and thirty-nine; 139

22 F?f the men of Netopah; THE ATTENDANTS.

ifty-six ; 56 Ot the Beni Zikha: the Beni

23 Of the men of Anathpth: Hasupha; the Beni Paboath; the :3
One hundred and twenty-eight; 128 | Beni Keros; the Beni Siha; the Beni

24 Of the Beni Azmaveth; Padan; the Beni Libanah; the Beni 45
Forty-two ; . . 42 | Hagabah; the Beni Akkub; the Beni 46

25 Of the Beni Kiriath-arim, Hagab; the Beni Shamlai; the Beni
Kephirah, and Beroth; seven Hanan; the Beni Gidel; the Beni 47
hundred and fo_rty-three; 743 | Gahar; the Beni Rajha; the Beni 48

26 Of th_e Beni Ramah and Rezin; the Beni Nikoda:; the Beni
Geba; Six hundred and twenty- Gazam; the Beni Aza; the Beni 49
seven; ] 627 | Paskh; the Beni Besai; the Beni 50

27  Of the men of Mikas; One Asnah; the Beni Meonim ; the Beni 51
hundred and twenty-two; 122 | Nephisim; the Beni Bakuk; the

28 Of the men of Bethel, and Beni Hakupha ; the Beni Harkhur; 52
Ai, Two hundred and twenty- the Beni Bazluth; the Beni Mik-
three; . 223 | hida; the Beni Harsha; the Beni 53

29 Of the Beni Nebo; fifty- Barkos; the Beni Sisera; the Beni
three; . ) 53 | Tema; the Beni Nezikh; the Beni 54

30 Of the Beni Magbish; one Hatipha,
hundred and fifty-six ; 156

31 Ofthe Beni Elam ; One thou- THE SONS OF SOLOMONS SERVANTS. 55
sand two hundred and fifty- The Beni Sotia; the Beni Sophe-
four ; ) ) 1,254 | rith; the Beni Peruda; the Beni 56

32 Of the Beni Harim; Three Jalah; the Beni Darkan; the Beni 57
hundred and twenty ; 320 | Gidel; the Shiphatiah; the Beni

33  Of the Beni Lod, Haded, and Hattil; the Beni Pokereth-Nazebaim ;
Ono; seven hundred and the Beni Ami ;
twenty-five; 725 All the Attendants, and the 58

34 Of the Beni Jeriko; Three children of Solomon'’s servants,
hundred and forty-five ; 345 | were three hundred and ninety-

35 Of the Beni Senah; Three two. 392
thousand six hundred and The following also went up from 59
thirty ; 3,630 | Tel Melah, Tel Harshﬁ, Kerub, Adan,

P and Immer. But they could not
@he ﬁ“wix’ show their ancestral houses or their

36 Of the Beni Jedaiah of the race, whether they were of Israel.
House of Joshua; Nine hun- Of the Beni Delaiah; the 6o
dred and seventy-three; 973 | BeniTobiah; the Beni Nekoda;

37 Of the Beni Immer; One six hundred and fifty-two ; 652
thousand and fifty-two; 1,052 And of the children of the Priests; 61

38 Of the Beni Pashur; One the Beni Habiah ; the Beni Barzellai
thousand two hundred and who took as a wife one of the
forty-seven; 1,247 | daughters of Barzillai the Glladite,

39 Of the Beni Harim; One and so was called by his name;—
thousand-and seventeen; 1,017 | These sought their Register with 62
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those enumerated by their genealogy,
but were unable to find it. They
were therefore degraded from the

93 Priesthood, and the Governor com-
manded them not to eat of the most
holy offerings until a Priest arose
with Urim and Thumim.

64 The whole caravan inclu-
sive was, Forty thousand,
three hundred and sixty,
beside their men and women
servants, who were Seven

65 thousand three hundred and
thirty-seven, with two hun-
dred singing men and women.

66 Seven hundred and sixty
horsemen; Two hundred and

67 forty-five mules; four hun-
dred and thirty-five camels;
Six thousand and seven hun-
dred and twenty asses.

68 Andsomeof the heads of Ancestries
on their arrival at the House of the
EVER-LIVING in Jerusalem, offered
gifts to the Temple of GOD to erect

69 it upon its foundations. They gave
according to their power, to the
treasury of the Works, Sixty thousand

70 Darics of Gold; and five thousand
pounds weight of silver; and a
hundred priests’ robes.1

A Netw Altar Bauill.

Thus the Priests and the Levites,
and some. of the People, and the
Singers, and the Gate-keepers, and
the Attendants, returned, with many

3 of Israel to their villages, and on the
arrival of the seventh month, after
the Children of Israel had reached
their towns, the People assembled

2 like one man at Jerusalem. Then
Jeshua-ben-Josadok arose with his
brother Priests, and Zerubabel-ben-
Shalthial, and his brothers, and built
an Altar to the GOD of Israel, to
offer Burnt-offerings upon, in accord-

1 Note.—Ch. 2, v. 69. Taking the value of
the Bullion at weight alone, the Gold equals

300,000 sterling English, and the Silver,
fzo,ooo. But at the geriod of Ezra the pur-
chasing power would be many times more.
This shows the commercial position attained
by the Jews, for a part alone of them returned,
and few, if any, of the Ten Tribes, as the
record shows The position these Calptives
had also attained under the Babylonian
Despotism, or Medo-Persian Commonwealth,
is a witness to the high intellectual capacity
and civilization of the Hebrew race, compared
to all the nations around them, even under
the disadvantages of being a conquered and
enslaved people, and to our day they retain
the same mental vigour.—F. F.

40,360

7,337
200

4760

48,657
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ance with the record in the Law of
Moses, the MAN of Gop. And they 3
built the Altar on its own founda-
tion, although fear was upon them
from the people of the Countries,
and offered Burnt-Offerings on it
to the EVER-LIVING at the morning
and evening. They also made the 4
Feast of Tabernacles, according to
the Records, and Offerings day by
day in number as the Decree com-
mands, day by day.

After that for the perpetual Offer- 5
ings, and the New Moons, and all
the Holy Festivals of the EVER-
LIVING, and for every one who
offered of free will to the EVER-
LIVING. They began from the first 6
day of the seventh month to offer
Burnt-Offerings to the EVER-LIVING
although the foundation of the
Temple of the EVER-LIVING was
not yet laid. They also gave money 7
to the stone-cutters and carpenters,
and food and drink to the Zidonians
and the Tzurites to bring cedar wood
from Lebanon by sea to Joppa, in
accordance with the Grant of Koresh
King of the Persians to them.

Rebuilding the Temple.

And in the second year of their 8
arrival at the HOUSE of GoOD in
Jerusalem, in the second month,
Zerubabel-ben-Shalthial,and Jeshua-
ben-Josadak, and the rest of their
friends, the Priests and Levites, and
all who had come from the Captivity
to Jerusalem, and they appointed the
Levites from twenty years of age and
upwards, to superintend the works
at the House of the EVER-LIVING.
He then appointed Joshua his son, g
and his friend Kadmiel, and his
son, sons of Hodaviah, to superin-
tend together the ekecution of the
works at the House of the EVER-
LIVING GoOD, with the sons of
Henadad, and their sons and rela-
tives, the Levites. When they laid 10
the foundations of the buildings of
the Temple of the EVER-LIVING,
the Priests stood robed and with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons
of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise
the EVER-LIVING, according to the
arrangement of David king of Israel
and responded :(— 11

* Praise and thank the LIFEg,
For He is good ;—
For His Mercy endures for ever
To Israel!”
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Then all the People cheered with
a great cheer to praise the EVER-
LIVING at the laying of the founda-
tion of the House of the LORD. But
many of the old Priests and Levites
and heads of Houses, who had seen
the former House, and the founda-
tion of this House before their eyes,
wept with a loud voice, but many
cheered for joy at the top of their
voice; so none of the people could
distinguish the sound of the cheering
from the sound of the weeping of the
people,—for the people cheered with
a great cheering,—and the sound was
heard afar,

@heir Gnemies Assail the Jelus.

4 When the enemies of Judah and
Benjamin heard that the sons of the
Transports were building a Temple
to the EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel,

-2 they approached Zerubabel, and
the Heads of Houses, and said to
them ;—* We will build with you;
for we follow your Gop like your-
selves; but we have not sacrificed
from the days of Ezerhadon, king of
Ashur, who brought us up here.”

3 ButZerubabel, and Jeshua, and the
rest of the Heads of the Houses of
Israel] replied ;—** You shall not!-—
But we will build the House of our
Gop; for we alone can build for the
EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel, as king
Koresh, king of the Persians, com-
manded us,”

(529 B.C.)

4 The People of the countries there-
fore impeded the plans of the People
of Judah, and interfered with them in

5 building, and hired persons against
them, and conspired to break their
intention, all the time of Kuresh king
of the Persians and up to the period
of Dariush the king of the Persians.

(446 B.C.)

6 [[Afterwards, in the reign of Akha-
shorush, they wrote to accuse the
inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem.

7 And again in the times of Arthak-
shasta, in a time of peace, Mithera-
dath, Tabal, and the rest of their
companions wrote to Arthakshasta
King of Persia, and the wording of
their letter was in Aramith,—and I
copy it from the Aramith —

8 Rehum, Master of the Rolls, and
Shemshai the Secretary wrote a letter

in conmjunction against Jerusalem to
the king Arthakshasta in this form ;—

@he Samaritan Petition against

ihe Icfus,

“Rehum the Master of the Rolls
and Shemshai the Secretary, and
their associates, of the Dinia, and
Afrasthakia, Tarflia, Afrasia, Arkair,
Babalia, Shushankia, Dahira, Almia,
and the rest of the Peoples whom the
Great and beloved Asnaper brought
over to his City of Shameron, with
others over the River.”

(This is copied from the letter
they sent to King Arthakshasta.)—
* Your servants of the men over the
river, and others, inform the king
himself of the Jews who ascended
from you to us at Jerusalem, who are
building the rebellious and bad City,
and have finished the walls, and they
are joining them. However, it should
be made known to the king, that if
this City is rebuilt, and its walls are
completed, they will not pay tribute,
tax, or toll, and then the king will
suffer. Consequently because we eat
of the salt of the Palace we have
advised theking; for it is not right for
us to look at such dishonour, and we
have sent to inform the king, so that
the books of records of your fathers
may be searched, when you will find
in the book of records that this City,
is a rebellious town, and dangerous
to kings and governors, and exerted
itself to excite disturbance in former
times ;—and for that reason this City
was burnt down. We wish therefore
to advise the king, that if this City
should be rebuilt, and its walls com-
pleted, you will have no province
over the river in consequence.”

@The Bing's Reply.

The King replied by a letter ;—

*To Rehum, the Master of the
Rolls, and Shemshai, the Secretary,
and the rest of their Associates, who
reside in Shameron and the district
beyond the river, health and the
rest ;—

* The letter you sent tous has been
openly read before us, so I signed an
order, and they searched, and have
found that this City from former times,
has risen against the kings, and re-
belled, and excited sedition in itself.
And that powerful kings have existed
in Jerusalem, and governed all beyond

917
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the river, and tribute, tax, and toll,

21 were paid to them. Consequently,
you must make a decree to restrair
these men, and that this City must
not be rebuilt, until I shall sign a

22 Decree; and learn not to be slow to
execute this. Why should the Royal
affairs be endangered ? ”’

The Building of the Temple
Stapped.

23 When the copy of the letter of
king Arthakshasta was read before
Rehum, and Shemshaithe Secretary
and their Associates, they at once
proceeded to Jerusalem, against the
Jews and prevented them by force of

24 anarmy. Thusthe workatthe House
of GOD in Jerusalem was stopped
until the third year of the reign of
Dariush king of the Persians.]1]}

(529 B.c.) @he Temple again Begun.
& Then the Preachers Hagai and
Zakeriah-ben-Adpa preached to the
Jews who were in Jerusalem with the
power of the GOD of Israel uponthem.
2 Consequently Zerubabel-bar-Shal-
thial, and Jeshua-bar-Jozadak began
again to rebuild the House of GOD at
Jerusalem, and the Preachers of GoD
helped them.

The Gobernor of Samaria
Interferes.

3 Then Tatnai the Governor of the
Over-river, and Shatharboznai, and
their Associates sent and enquired of
them, ‘“ Who gave a permission to
rebuild this Temple and to close up

4 this wall? " ‘They also continued to
ask them, ‘' What are the names
of the men who are erecting this
building ? "

5 However the eye of GoD was upon
the leaders of the Jews, and they did
not prevent them until a despatch
could be sent to Dariush, and a reply
received about it.

1 NotTe.—Ch. 4, v. 24. The passage which
I place in brackets from v. 6 to v. 24 of
Ch,/4 of ““Ezra,” was evidently written long
after the period of Zerubbabel, who led the
First Return under the Decree of Cyrus, in
536 B.C., and is a note of explanation of the
course of events between him and Ezra the
Priest, whom I call the *“ Second Ezra,” and
**Nehemiah the Second,” who lived nearly a
century after Zerubbabel, The failure of
previous translators to perceive this has
involved the history in a wild confusion,
»f which Anti-Christians have taken full
advantage.—F. F.

918

Copy of Tatnai's Fetter.

A Copy of the letter, that Tatnai
the Over-river Governor, and Shethar-
boznai, and their associates, the
Afaraskia, who were over the river,
sent to the king Dariush. (They
sent a letter to him written in this
form.)

“To Dariush the King; Perfect
health!—

‘It should be known to the king
that on our going to the Province of
the Jews, to the Temple of the GREAT
Gop, we found it rebuilt with great
stones, with timber fixed in the walls,
and the work is being pushed forward,
and the works prosper in their hands.
We consequently asked the Leaders,
‘WHO gave you a Decree for this
Temple ?—to build it, and close in
the walls?’ We also demanded the
names of their leaders so as toinform
youofthenamesofthose men. When
they returned us this answer ;—' We
are the servants ofthe GoD of Heaven
and Earth! and we are rebuilding
the Temple that was formerly here
many years ago, which a great king
of Israel built and furnished. But
because our ancestors provoked the
Gop of HEAVEN, he gave them to
the hand of Nebukadnezzar, king of
Babel, the Kasdia, and he overthrew
that Temple, and transported the
People to Babel. Butin the first year
of Koresh king of Babel, King Koresh
signed a Decree for this Temple to
be rebuilt. And also the gold and
silver furniture of the Temple of Gob,
which Nebukadnezzar transferred
from the Temple of Jerusalem, and
carried to the Temple of Babel, King
Koresh transferred from the Temple
of Babel, and delivered to Shashbazar
who was appointed Governor there,
and said to him, * Take this furniture,
and carry it to the Temple of Jeru-
salem, and rebuild the House of GoD
on its own foundations. Shashbazar
consequently came,—and laid the
foundations of the House of Gop at
Jerusalem,—and from that time until
now it has been building and is not
completed.’

‘* Consequently, therefore, if it
pleases the king, let there be a search
at the Royal Treasury at Babel, to
ascertain if King Koresh did sign a
Decree for the rebuilding of this
House of GOD in Jerusalem? And
let the king send us information about
this affair,”
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