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(Second Chronicles, Ch. 32, v. 32.)

BOOK III.
THE PERIOD OF SAMUEL.

THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL.

(B.c. 1171.) Samuel’s Parentage.
1

Ramathaim-Zofim, in Mount
Ephraim, whose name was Alkanah
ben Jarkham, ben Aliahah, ben
Tokho, ben Tzuf, the -Afthrathite ;
and he had two wives, the name of
the first was Hanah, and the name of
the second Peninah, and Peninah had
children, but Hanah had none. This
man went up yearly from his village
to worship, and to sacrifice to the
L.ORD of HOsTs in Shiloh, where two
sons of Eli Khofnil! and Finikhas?
were priests to the EVER-LIVING.
When it was Alkanah's day for
sacrifice, he gave to Peninah his wife,

and to all her sons and daughters,

portions, but to Hanah he only

gave a single portion, although he

loved Hanah, for the EVER-LIVING

6 had closed her womb. So she was

- vexed, anguished, and laboured with
rage, because the EVER-LIVING shut
up her womb.

Alkanal’'s @Wife Wanal prays for a
Son.

He did this year after year when he
went up to the House of the EVER-
LIVING; so she was vexed and would
8 not eat. Alkanah therefore said to

her, “Wife Hanah, why do you

7

1 Hofni.—F. F.
2 Phineas.—F, F.

“HERE was a certain man of -

weep? Why do you not eat? Why
is your heart bad? Am I not better
to you than ten sons? "

and drinking in Shiloh,—and Eli the
Priest sat upon the chair at the door
of the Temple of the EVER-LIVING,—
for her soul was bitter, and she prayed
to the EVER-LIVING, and weeping she
wept. She also vowed a vow, and
said, “ LORD of HosTs, if You will
look on the anguish of Your hand-
maid, and remember me, and not
forget Your handmaid, but grant to
Your handmaid a male child, I will
give him to the EVER-LIVING all the
days of his life, and a razor shall not
go over his head.”

‘But while she continued to pray
before the EVER-LIVING Eli watched
her mouth. Hanah however spoke
from her heart, only moving her lips,

Eli thought she was drunk. Elithere-
fore said .to her, *“ Why have you
made yourself drunk ? Cast the wine
~ from you!"”

But Hanah answered him, ‘‘ No,
my Lord! I am only a woman of
depressed spirit. I have not drunk
wine nor strong drink, but I am pour-
ing out my soul before the EVER-
LIVING. Do not consider your hand-
maid as a daughter of Belial because
I speak so much, for I have uttered
my many griefs and sorrows so far.”

Then Eli replied and said, * Go in
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and nosound was heard, consequently

Hanah however arose after eating 9
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118 THE PERIOD OF SAMUEL.—I. SAM. 2—15
peace! and may the GOD of Israel For I rejoice in Your salvation.
give you the request you ask from None is sacred like You, LORD,— 2

Him.,"”

18 And she answered, * May your
servant find favour in your sight.”
The woman then went away, and ate,
and afterwards her face was not the
same,

(B.c. 1170.) Samuel born,

19 In the morning they got up and
worshipped before the EVER-LIVING,
and then returned to their home
at Ramath, where Alkanah knew
Hanah his wife, and the EVER-

20 LIVING remembered her, and at the
end of the year Hanah conceived
and bore a son, and called his name
Samuell because I have asked him
from the EVER-LIVING.

21  When the man Alkanah and all his
family went up to sacrifice to the
EVER-LIVING at the yearly sacrifice,

22 and for his vows, Hanah went not
up with him, ‘ for,” she said to her
husband, ‘ not until I wean the boy,
and take him up to the EVER-
LIVING,—then he shall always stay
there.”

23  So Alkanah replied to his wife, “Do
as seems good to you. Stay until
you wean him, and may the EVER-
LIVING confirm His promise to you!"
Consequently the woman remained
and nursed her son until she had

24 weaned him. Then she went up with
him, when he was weaned, taking
three bulls, and an epha of flour,
and a skin of wine, and arrived at the
House of the EVER-LIVING in Shiloh

25 with the lad, and killed the bull, and

26 brought the lad to Eli, and said, “ My
Lord, let your soul live. I, Sir, am
the woman who stood here at the

27 door to pray to the EVER-LIVING, I
prayed for this lad, and the EVER-
LIVING granted to me the request I

28 asked. So now as I asked him from
the EVER-LIVING I myself dedicate
him to the EVER-LIVING all the days
of his life, and he shall worship the
EVER-LIVING here.” '

(B.c. 1168))
2 Then Hanah gave thanks and said,

SONG OF HANAH.

** My heart rejoices in the LORD,—
By the LLORD my horn is exalted ;
My face triumphs over my foes,

1V, 20, “Heard of Gopn.”-F. F.

For there is none beside You;
Nor fortress like our Gobp.

Increase not your proud speech ;— 3

Pride comes badly from your
mouth,

For the LORD is a GOD of know- 4
ledge,

Though trifles are not weighed.

The bows of strength are broken, 35
And the feeble girt with might,
The pampered beg for food,
But the hungry now have rest.
The childless has borne seven,
. And the many-sonned has want!

The LORD kills and He revives; 6

Brings to the grave and raises;

The LORD makes poor and rich, 7

Bows down, and again exalts!

He lifts the depressed from dust, 8

Exalts the poor from dunghills

To sit along with Princes,

To inherit the Throne of Power ;

For the Earth's supports are the
LORD’S,

And upon them He rests the world.

He guards the feet of His saints, g

But the wicked destroys in
gloom ;—

For man is not strong by wealth,

But they fail who strive with Him.

When the LORD thunders from 10
heaven,

He rules to the bounds of the earth,

And gives Hischosen Leader power,

And exalts His Anointed’s horn.”

(B.C. 1165.)
Alkanah afterwards returned to his 11

home at Ramath, but the lad served
the EVER-LIVING with Eli the Priest.

€li's Wicked Sons.

The sons of Eli, however, were 12
profligates; they did not recognise the
EVER-LIVING, although the Priests 13
governed the people.

Whenever a person offered a
sacrifice, a lad came from the Priest
when the flesh was boiling with a
three-pronged fork in his hand, and 14
stuck it into the cauldron, or boiler,
or kettle, or pot. All thit came up
on the fork the Priest took for himself.
They did the same to every Israelite
who came to Shiloh. Also, before 15
the time that they burnt the fat, the
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priest’'s lad came, and said to the
man sacrificing, ‘“Give the priest
meat from the ribs, for he will not
accept boiled meat from you;—it
must be raw.”’

16  If the person replied to him, “ Let
the fat be burnt first, then take what
you desire,” he would answer him,
“ Give it at once, and if not I shall
take it by force.”

17 The young men were also very
great sinners against the EVER-
LIVING, for they corrupted the
women who brought offerings to
the EVER-LIVING.

(B.c. 1165.) @onsecration of Samuel,
18 But Samuel served before the
EVER-LIVING as an assistant, girded
19 with an ephod. His mother also
made him an embroidered robe, and
brought it up to him every year when
she went with her husband to sacri-
20 fice the yearly sacrifice. ‘Then Eli
blessed Alkanah and his wife, and
said, ‘"The EVER-LIVING granted
you an heir from this woman in
answer to her request from the
EVER-LIVING.” Then they returned
21 to their village, and now the EVER-
L1VING favoured Hanah, and she
conceived and bore three sons and
two daughters. But the lad Samuel
grew up with the EVER-LIVING,

(B.c. 1141.) @li feebly reprobes
his Sons.

22  When Eli became very old, he
heard of all the doings of his
sons to all Israel, and how they
corrupted the women who came to
worship at the door of the Hall of

23 Assembly; so he said to them,
“ What are these things that you
do, which I have heard of? The
vile practices towards all these

24 people? Refrain, my sons, for it is
not a good report that I hear of your
practices against the EVER-LIVING,

25 If a man sins against a man, they
intercede with Gop: but if a man
sins against the EVER-LIVING, who
can intercede for him ? "’

But they would not listen to the
voice of their father, for the EVER-
LIVING had decided to kill them.

Samuel becomes Good and Great,

26 But the young man Samuel ad-
vanced and became great and good,
both with the EVER-LIVING and also
with men,

(B.c. 1141) A Man of God sent
fo reprobe Eli.

A Man of God therefore was sent 27
to Eli, and said to him, * Thus says
the EVER-LIVING, ‘I revealed Myself
to the House of your fathers when
you were among the Mitzeraim, and 23
I chose it from all the tribes of Israel
to Myself as a Priesthood to offer
incense upon My altar, and to wear
an ephod before Me, and I gave to the
House of your fathers all the gifts of
the Children of Israel. Then why 29
do you despise My sacrifices and
offerings which I commanded for
frailty, and respect your sons more
than Me? by letting them fatten
themselves with the best of all the
offerings of My People Israel?’
Therefore the EVER-LIVING GOD of 30 .
Israel says, ‘I promised that your
House, and the House of your
Fathers should walk before Me for
ever,’ but now the EVER-LIVING has
said to me to-night,* Whoever honours
Me, I will honour; and whoever de-
grades Me, shall be degraded. Now 31
the time has come when I will break
your necks and the heirs of the House
of your Fathers, from being noble in :
your House. And you may expect 32
suffering, instead of pleasantness
from all that gives Israel pleasure:
for there shall not be a noble in your
house forall time. HoweverIwillnot 33
cut off every one of your descendants
for ever at My Altar, to exhaust your
eyes, and make your soul languish,—
yet great men shall die from your ,
house! And this shall be the proof— 34
your two sons Khofni! and Finahas? '
shall both of them die in one day! -

‘“* Then I willappoint for Myself a 35 -
Faithful Priest who will do according
to My own heart and soul, and I will
build him a perfect House, and cause
him to walk before My Messiah for .
all time. And then all the remnant 36
of your House shall come and bow
to him for a penny of money, and for
a piece of bread, and say, *' I beg you
to admit me to a priest’s office that I
may eat a mouthful of food!"'"

(B.c. 1140.) Samuel Bibinely called .

to fvarn €li of his Sons’ Sins.

Meanwhile the young man Samuel 3
served the EVER-LIVING before Eli,

1 Hophni.—F. F.
2 Phineas, in O,V.—F, F.
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But a word from the EVER-LIVING
came seldom in those days. There
was no frequent vision at that time,

2 And when Eli was in bed in his resi-
dence, and his eyes were becoming

3 heavy—he was not able to see,—and
the Lamp of Gop was becoming
dim,—and Samuel wasin bed in the
Temple of the EVER-LIVING, where

4 the Ark of GoOD was, then the
EVER-LIVING called to Samuel, and

5 he replied, ‘I am here! " and ran to
Eli, and said, “I am here, for you
called me.” But he answered, ‘I
did not call you! Return to bed.”
So he went and laid down.

6 Then the EVER-LIVING called
again, “Samuel!” and Samuel
arose and went to Eli, and said,
“I am here, for you called me!"
But he replied, ““ I did not call, my
son! Return to bed.”

7 Samuel, however, was beginning
to recognise the EVER-LIVING, and
the word of the EVER-LIVING was

8 beginning to be revealed to him, so
the EVER-LIVING again called
* Samuel, Samuel!” for the third
time, and he arose and went to Eli
and said, “I am here, for you did
call me.” Then Eli perceived that
the EVER-LIVING had called to the

9 young man. Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, ‘“ Go; lie down, and if HE
calls to you then, say ‘Speak,
JEHOVAH, for Your servant listens.’ "’
So he lay down in his chamber.

10 Then the EVER-LIVING confirmed
it and called as before, * Samuel!
Samuel!” at which Samuel replied,
‘“ Speak, JEHOVAH, for Your servant
listens.”

11 Then the EVER-LIVING said to..

Samuel, * I will now do a thing in
Israel at which both the ears of all

12 hearing it shall tingle! On that day
I will heap upon Eli all that I have
said concerning his House, — the

13 strong and the weak~for I will
display Myself to him, as I Myself
will punish his family for ever, on
account of the outrages of his sons,

14 whom he did not restrain. And
therefore I have sworn to the House
of Eli, that the sin of the House of
Eli shall not be expiated by sacrifice
or gift for ever!} "

15 But Samuel lay still until dawn,
when he opened the doors of the
House of the EVER-LIVING, for
Samuel feared to report the vision

16 to Eli,

But Eli called Samuel and

said, ‘‘ Samuel, my son!” and he
replied ““I am here!”

Then he asked, ' What was the 17
thing that was told to you? Hide
it not from me. Tell me every
word which was told to yourself.”
Samuel consequently reported to him 18
the whole communication and hid
nothing from him, to which he
replied, ‘It was the EVER-LIVING l—
Let Him dowhat is good in His sight.”

(B.C. 1141.) Santuel recognised as a
Feader and Teacher in Israel.

Thus Samuel became great, and 19
the EVER-LIVING was with him, and
none of his words fell to the ground;

and all Israel recognised from Dan 20

- to Bersheba that Samuel was a true

teacher from the EVER-LIVING. The 21
EVER-LIVING also continued to ap-
pear in Shiloh, for THE LIFE revealed
Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by
the word of the EVER-LIVING, and 4
the word of Samuel penetrated all
Israel,

(B.c. 1140.)  Fsrael rises under him
as Teacher to Fight the
Philistines,

Afterwards Israel went to meet the
Philistines in war, and encamped at
Ebenezer, and the Philistines en-
camped in Afak. Then the Philis- 2
tines disposed themselves to meet
Israel, and opened out to the battle,
and Israel was routed before the
Philistines, and they slew in the
open field about four thousand men.
So when the army returned to the 3
Camp, the Judges of Israel asked,
“Why has the EVER-LIVING routed
us before the Philistines to-day?
Let us take the Ark of the EVER-
LIVING with us from Shiloh and go
to oppose them, and it will save us
from the clutch of our enemies.”

(B.c. 1140.) @he Army Befeated, and
sends for the Ark to the Camyp.

The army therefore sent to Shiloh, 4
and brought the Ark of the Covenant
of the LORD of HosTS, Who rests
between Kerubem, from there. But
the two sons of Eli, Khofni and Fine-
has,went withthe Arkof theCovenant
of GOD; and when the Ark of the 5
Covenant of the EVER-LIVING came

to the Camp, and the €hildren of
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Israel saw it, they shouted aloud so
6 that the earth shook; and the Philis-
tines heard the sound of the shouting,
and asked, ‘* What is the noise of
this great shouting in the camp of
the Hebrews?”1 and they were
informed that the Ark of the EVER-
LIVING had come to the camp.

@The Philistines fear its Arrital, but
~ Fight and E@apinre it.

7 Then the Philistines were afraid.
for they said, *“ Gop has come to
their camp,” and exclaimed, * Woe

8 tous! Who can deliver us from the
hand of this splendid Gop of theirs ?
The Gop whodefeated the Mitzerites
with such a total defeat in the desert?

9 Let us harden ourselves, and be men,
Philistines, for fear they should
enslave you as you enslaved them.
So be men and warriors "

Fsrnel again Befeated. —Gli's Tragic
Beatly.

10 The Philistines consequently
fought and routed the Israelites, and
each man fled to his home, for the
defeat was very great. There fell
also thirty thousand regular troops

11 of Israel, and the Ark of GOD was
captured, and the two sons of Eli—

12 Khofni and Finehas — were killed.
But a man of Benjamin fled from the
battle and came to Shiloh on the same
day, with his clothestornand earth on

13 his head,and when he arrived Eli was
sitting on his chair beside the road
to Mitzphah, for his heart was
was troubled about the Ark of Gop,
and the man came to report to the
town, and he called to all the village.

14 WhenEliheard the sound of wailing
he asked, * What means this noise in
the crowd ?” So the man hastened
and came and told it to Eli.

15 Now Eli was ninety-eightyearsold,
and his eyes were fixed, so that he

16 was not able to see. So the man
said, ‘** I have come from the battle-
field. I have fled from the battle-
field to-day.”

Then he asked, *What was the
result, my son?"”

17  When the reporter answered and
said, ‘‘Israel has fled before the

1V,6. “Eberim.” E\ﬂ:y,if translated,
means * Colonists ”; a fit term to be used by
the Philistines of the Israelites, who were
really Colonists in Palestine.—F. F.
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Philistines; and there is a great
panic on the army; and your two
sons are killed,—Khofni and Fine-
has;—and the Ark of Gop has been
captured!” But when the Ark of
GOD was mentioned, he fell off the
chair backwards towards the side of
the gate, and broke his neck, for he
was an old man and heavy., He had
ruled in Israel forty years.

(B.c. 1140.) Wragic Weall of
Finehas's Wife.

The wife of Finehas was near
being delivered of a child when she
heard the report of the capture of the
Ark of Gop, and of the death of her
father-in-law and husband, and she
fell down and brought forth, for her
grief overwhelmed her. But at the
moment of her death the attendants
who stood by her said, ** Never mind,
for you have borne a son!’” She
answered not,—for her heart moved
not. They consequently called the
lad * Ai-kabod,” meaning that the
glory has gone from Israel by the
capture of the Ark of Gop, and
the death of her father-in-law and
her husband. Therefore they wailed ;

‘*Gone is the glory of Israel.

For the Ark of Gop has been
captured!"”

18

19

20

21

22

(B.c. 1140.) The Philistines bring

the Ark to the Temple of Bagon,
tulyose Idol is cast dolun,

When the Philistines had captured
the Ark of Gop, they brought it from
Ebenezer to Ashdod, and then the
Philistines took it to the Temple of
Dagon, and set it beside Dagon; but
when the Ashdodites arose on the
morrow they saw Dagon had fallen
on his face to the earth before the
Ark, and the head of Dagon, and the
two palms of his hands eut off at the
wrists, were on the threshold. Onlya
stump of Dagon was left to himself,

6

2

3

4

consequently the priest of Dagon, 5

and all who enter the Temple of
Dagon, step over the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

Afliction follotos the Captured Ark,

Then the hand of the EVER-
LIVING was heavy upon the Ash-
dodites, and He desolated them, and
afflicted them with tumours in their
extremities. ‘The people of Ashdod
consequently were terrified and said,

6

7



































































































