2 They were a message from the LORD to him from the times of
king of Judah, in the thirtéenth year of his reign.
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JEREMIAH.

1 THE SPEECHES OF JEREMIAH, THE SON OF
KHILKIAH,

One of the priests who were in Anathoth, in the district of Benjamin.

Joshiah-ben-Amon,
They also came in the

days of Jhoakim-ben-Joshiah, king of Judah, and at the end of the fifth month
of the twelfth year of Zedekiah-ben-Joshiah, king of Judah, at the overthrow

of Jerusalem.

THUS the message of the EVER-
LIVING LORD came to me and
said ;—

@The Appointment s Prophet.

‘“At the time of your formation
in the belly I knew you, and at the
time you came from the womb, I
consecrated you, I appointed you a
Preacher to Nations.”

But I replied, * Almighty LORD, I
know not how to speak! for I am a
youth.,”

But the EVER-LIVING replied to
me :—* Say not ‘I am a youth,’ for
wherever 1 send, you must go; and
all that I command, you must speak.
Fear nothing in their presence, for I
am with you, to protect,” said the
LORD. Then the EVER-LIVING ex-
tended His hand, and touched my
mouth; and the LORD said to me,—

“I have now given your mouth
eloquence! See! I have appointed
you to-day over nations, and king-
doms; to pull up, and to break
down, and to destroy, and to erase ;
as well as to build, and to plant.”

Then a message from the EVER-
LIVING came to me, asking, ** What
do you see, Jeremiah ?

And I replied, “I see the branci
of the Watchful tree ! ”’

When the EVER-LIVING answered
me, ‘ Attend to what you see! For I
am watchful over My promises to per-
form them.”

But the message of the EVER-
LIVING came to me again to ask,
** What do you see ? ”’

When I answered, *‘ I see a steam-

* ing boiler, and its mouth is from the

north.”

Then the LORD replied to me,
“From the north all the miseries
upon the inhabitants of this country
shall be vomited. I will call to all
the families of the kingdoms of the
north,” said the EVER-LIVING, **and
they will come, and each one fix its
seat before the gates of Jerusalem,
and opposite all its surrounding
bulwarks, and upon all the hills of
Judah. But I will tell you all my
decisions against them, because of
their many wrongs in deserting me,
and offering incense to other gods,
and worshipping the fabrications of
their own hands. And for you, gird
up your waist, and arise, and speak
to them all that I command you,
undepressed by their presence, for
fear you should be subjected by
their station.—For have I not placed
Myself to you to-day as a fortified
City, with bars of iron and walls of
brass against all the country, against
the kings of Judah, — against its
officers, its priests, and against the
people of the land? for they will
fight against you, but shall not over-
power you, for I am with you,” said
the LORD, “ to protect you !

A Remonstrance with Judal.
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The message of the EVER-LIVING 2

afterwards came to me to say :—
“Go, and proclaim in the ears of

Jerusalem, and say, ‘ Thus says the

EVER-LIVING :—1 attended you in

anoy
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your infancy; I loved you in your
youth; guided you after Me from
the desert to a land you had not
cultivated, for Israel to dedicate to
the EVER-LIVING the first of its
products. They devoured them all !
Wickedly bad they went at them!'"
said the EVER-LIVING, v

Listen, House of Jacob, to the
message of the EVER-LIVING, with
all the families of the House of
Israel! The EVER-LIVING asks
this :—

* What injustice did your fathers
find in Me, that they have removed
from Me, and follow after delusions,
and deluded themselves? instead of
asking, Where is the EVER-LIVING
who mounted in company with us
from the land of the Egyptians?
Who marched with us in the
desert, in a country of drought, and
snares, in the land of withering and
the shadow of death; in the land
where no one passes, and no man
dwells; whence I brought you to a
land of pastures, to eat its fruits and
goodness. But you went and defiled
My Country, and My Estate, by at-
taching yourselves to Abominatioas.

*The priests asked not, Where is
the EVER-LIVING ? or took hold of
the Law. They would not teach
about Me: and the guardians sinned
against Me; and the Preachers
preached for Bal;
rise up to advance after Me! There-
fore I will contend with them,” said
the EVER-LIVING, *“and with the
sons of their sons I will contend ;
for they shall pass over to the isles
of the Kithites and look, and mourn
in their exile and think much, and
examine what came of this changing
to heathen gods,—who are not gods.
For My people changed for what are
worthless. The heavens heard and
were astonished at it, and shuddered,
wasting away!"” said the EVER-
LIVING. “For My people twice did
evil to Me. They forsook the Spring
of Living Water, to dig for them-
selves wells, broken wells which con-
tain no water!—Israel served, with
the  children of his House, what
brought him to become an object of
plunder! The tigers roared against
him, they uttered their voices, and
assailed his country, to desolate his
fortified cities, to deprive them of
inhabitants, The sons of Nof, also,
with Thakhfenes injured your crown,
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and would not.

“ But have you not procured it to
yourselves? You forsook your EVER-
LIVING GOD at the time you went
from the path. And now why do you
wish for the road to Egypt, to drink
the black waters? And why do you
wish for the road to Ashur, to drink
the water of that well ?

* Turn yourself from your sins, and
return from your shame, and learn
and see how bad, and rebelliously
forgetful you are of your EVER-
LIVING GoD, and I will not terrify
you,” said the MIGHTY LORD OF
HosTs, “although from of old you
have vexed Me yourselves.

I withdrew from your vows,—for
on every hill-top, and under every
leafy tree, was a walk for fornica-
tion.

““But I planted you, a perfect vine,
from a true stock ;—then how is it
that you are changed from Me, turn-
ing to a wild vine? Even if I wash
you with nitre, and polish you with
soap, will your faults be removed ? "’
asks the MIGHTY LORD oF HosTs.
“How can you say, ‘I have not
polluted myself with the Balites.
Look at your proceedings in the
valley !

“I know what you have done in
the feasts of Lust, in her depraved
ways. You wild ass, used to the
desert, drawing your breath in puffs—
in the spirit of lust,—who can turn
you away? All who seek her will be
wearied at the time she feels it.
Keep your feet unshod, and your
throat for thirst, and say, ‘They are
no use to me, for I love wantonness
and will go after it.’ '

* The shame of the House of Israel
is like the shame of a detected thief,
Both they, their kings, nobles, priests
and preachers, for they say to wood,
‘You are my father,” and to stone,
‘ You bore us!’ while they turn their
back, and not their face, to Me. But
in the time of distress they cry,
* Arise and save us!’

“Go to your gods whom you have
made for yourselves! Let them
arise,—if they can save you in the
time of your sufferings! For your
gods are as many as your towns,
Judah!

“Why do you all implore Me,

' when you have all revolted from
L § 30

Me?" the EVER-LIVING asks.
flogged your children in vain ;—they
would not learn. Your own sword
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has devoured your preachers like a
ravaging lion. Search for ages,” says
the EVER-LIVING. * Have I been a
desert to Israel? or a land of dark-
ness ? For what do you say to Me,

‘ Begone from us! We will never

more come to You!’

*“Can a bride forget her adorn-
ments? her beautiful girdle? Yet
My People have forgotten Me,
numberless times!

“ Why do you prepare your way to
seek love? Do I need researches to
learn your ways, when I find the
blood of poor innocent souls upon
your skirts, without disarranging
ttlxlem to find it,—for it is on them
alli .

“‘But,’ you reply, ‘although 1
have sinned, let the anger turn from
mel’

“ Iwill decide about you,—although
vousay ‘I have not sinned |’

* Why do you shuffle so to change
your road. You were disappointed
in the Egyptians as you were dis-
appointed in Ashur. You will rush
out from them with your hands on
your face, for the EVER-LIVING will
reject those you trust and you will
not prosper in them.,

* For instance when a man divorces
his wife, and she has gone from him
to another husband, she can never
return to him.-——Has not this country
wandered, and often whored foully,—
so shall she return to Me? " asks the
EVER-LIVING. ‘

2 “You lifted your eyes to the beards
to see if there were not fornicators
in your path. You stand for them
like Arabs in the desert, and pollute
the country by your whoredoms and

3 your vices. But many refused, and
would not grant the request. Yet
with the brow of a whorish woman
you refused to be ashamed of your-
self,

4 ‘"Have you neot said to Me, ‘ You
are the Gentle Father of my youth.

5 Will He be angry for ever? Will He
perpetually retain it?’ "
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A Bennncintion of Fsrael's Worship
of Wice.

6 The EVER-LIVING also said to me
in the days of Joshjah, * Have you
seen what perverted Israel has done,
on the top of every high hill, and
under every leafy tree, in whoring

7 there? But I ask her, after having
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done all that, to return to Me, but
she would not return, but glancea
slyly at her sister, Judah! Then I
determined, that as’in every respect
perverse Israel had committed
adultery, I would divorce her, so 1
divorced her, but sly Judah, her
sister, regarded it not, but went and
whored like her! And her whore-
doms became more than all, and
polluted the country, and defiled the
rocks and the woods, but for all that
her sly sister Judah did not return to
Me with all her heart, but only in
deceit ! "’ said the EVER-LIVING.

The EVER-LIVING also said to me,
‘* Perverse Israel was more honest in
soul than sly Judah.—Go and pro-
claim these things to the north, and
say, ‘Return, perverse Israel,’ says
the EVER-LIVING, ‘I will not darken
My face at you. Only return,’ says
the EVER-LIVING, ‘I will not be
angry for ever. Only recognize your
fault, for you have sinned against
your EVER-LIVING GoDand splashed
your paths with filth under every
leafy tree, and have not listened to My
voice,’ says the EVER-LIVING. ‘ Re-
turn, you lost children,’ says the
EVER-LIVING, ‘for Iwill come to you
and collect you, one from a town, and
two from a family, and will bring you
to Zion, and give you thoughtful
shepherds, and they will tend you
with knowledge and skill. And when
it arrives that you increase, and are
fruitful in the country in those times,’
says the EVER-LIVING, °they shall
no more demand the Ark of the
Covenant of the EVER-LIVING, for it
shall not come to their heart, and
they will not grieve about it, nor be
anxious, nor make another.’ In that
period they shall call Jerusalem the
‘ THRONE of the LIFE, and all the
Heathen will trust with her on the
Name of the EVER-LIVING at Jeru-
salem, and will no more go after
perversities, to suffer from them.

* Inthose times the House of Judah
will march with the House of Israel
from the land of the north to the
country of Ashur to the estates of
their forefathers. And I will reflect
where I can put you with your chil-
dren |—and will give you a beautiful
country,—you shall possess splendid
armies like theheathen, and I will say,
‘I am your Father, call to Me, and
do not desert Me.” For exactly like
a wife deserting to the wicked, so you
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have deserted Me, House of Israel,”
21 says the EVER-LIVING. “ A sound
of weeping will be heard from My
lips !—* Pity My children of Israel,
for they have lost their way ! They
have forgotten their EVER-LIVING
22 Gop! Return, lost children! I will
restore you from your wanderings.’ "’

The Response of God's Returning
@hildren.

* Here we are !l—we will give our-
selves to You, for You are our EVER-
23 LIVING GoOD. The crowd on the
Hills is nothing; is nothing to our
EVER-LIVING GOD—the Saviour of
24 Israel! Shame hasdevoured the work
of our fathers from our youth,—their
flocks and their herds, their sons and
25 their daughters. We were sleeping
with our shame; we lay down with
our infamies; for we sinned against
our EVER-LIVING GOD,—we and our
fathers, from our youth to this day,—
and have not listened to the voice of
our EVER-LIVING GOD."”

The Lord’s Anstoer.

4 ‘' If Israel will return,” the EVER-
LIVING says to me, ‘“return. If you
remove your filth from My presence,

2 and do not renew it. If you swear
‘ by the life of the EVER-LIVING ' in
truth for Justice and Right, and cause
the Nations to bless Him, and praise
Him.”

3 _For the EVER-LIVING says this to
the men of Judah, and to Jerusalem,
‘“ Plough for yourselves, plough ! and
fear not in sowing.

4 “Circumcise yourselves to the EVER-
LIVING, and put off the disgrace from
your hearts, men of Judah, and
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for fear My
anger should shoot out like fire ;: and
burn unquenchably, because of your
vile practices.”

@har Foretold to FJudal.

5 ‘“Let them inform Judah and
Jerusalem, make them hear, and
answer, and sound a trumpet in the
country. Let them cry aloud and
say, ‘ Collect and come to the fortified

6 towns. Arise, march to Zion! Fly!
Delay not! for I am bringing trouble
from the north, and a great crash!

7 A lion comes up from his place to
your country to desolate your cities

8 to an illimitable waste !’ Because
of this put on sackcloth! Lament,

405

and howl, because the hot anger of
the LorD will not turn from us.

‘ And it shall happen at that time,” 9
says the LORD, ‘‘the heart of the
king, and the heart of his nobles will
be desolate; the Priests and the
Preachers be astonished, and say, 10
‘Alas! ALMIGHTY LORD! why have
You deceived this People, and Jeru-
salem, saying, Peace shall come to
you, when the sword approaches for
our life? *»

Atthattime He will order from the i1
desert a wind with burning lips
against this People, against the
daughter of My People. Not by
spurts, and not by puffs :—a full, howl- 12
ing wind shall go rushing from Me.

I also will pronounce their doom !

See! He raises clouds, and whirl- 13
winds for His swift chariot, and
eagles for His horses! They are for
us! They assail us!

* Jerusalem, wash your heart from 14
sin, that I may save you from the death
awaiting your fault in your breast.
For a voice informs from Midian, 15
and a report arises from Mount
Ephraim. The nations perceive it: 16
the Guards at Jerusalem even hear
the comers from the land afar, and
they send their voices to the cities of
Judah. There are enemies watch- 17
ing around her,—for she rebelled
from Me. Your ways, and your pro- 18
ceedings produced these sufferings
for you,—for you are a rebel —
diseased to your heart!”

Jeremial’s Tament at the Prospect.

My bowels, my bowels tremble! 19
My heart reels, my heart mourns! I
cannot rest for I have heard the voice
of a trumpet! Oh, my soul! it is
the sound of war. Crash upon crash 20
it roars! For all the open country
is destroyed,—suddenly they destroy
the tents. Yes, my tent! Tili my 21
death I shall see the march! 1 shall
hear the blast of the trumpets!

For my foolish People do not 22
recognise my warnings! They are
children of folly! They never re-
flect! They are wise for evil ;—but
cannot recognize good !

I looked to the earth, and it was 23
desolate, and saw it convulsed and
empty ! And to the skies, and there
was no light! I looked to the moun- 24
tains, and saw earthquakes, and all
the hills shook ! I looked, but there 25
was no man! and all the birds of the


































































































































































