THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL
AND JUDAH.

BY ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ.
(See Second Chronicles, Ch. 32, v. 32.)

BOOK II.
THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE UPON THE BOOK OF JUDGES.

From the opening of this Book it seems to me that a period of anarchy intervened after the
death of Joshua, during which the whole, or at least a great part, of his conquests in South
Palestine were lost, and fell back into the possession of the former inhabitants ; for it is certain
from the words of the Historian that they had to be reconquered, and, as we learn by the sub-
sequent history of the Period of Samuel, this was only very partially accomplished until the
- days of David. nearly 400 years afterwards. Of that period of anarchy immediately after the
.. death of Joshua the historian Isaiah takes no notice, for it was out of his line of intention, as
being merely political. Chronologists have been blind to these facts, and so have allowed no

. time for them, by which the dates of the following history have been confused, and lead to

‘ puzzles that seem inexplicable to commentators and readers.

It would repay the labour for

- some competent scholar to clear up this confusion, I think.—F. F.

(B.C. 1425 to 1406) A Jeriod of
' Anarchy and Rebrolt of the
Natives.

1 FTER the death of Joshua the

children of Israel enquired of

the EVER-LIVING, ** Who shall lead

us against the Cananites, to make

2 war withthem ?" The LORD replied,

‘““ Judah shall go up, and I will give
the country into his power.”

(B.Cc. 1406.)

3 Judah, however, said to Simeon
his brother, ‘ Go up with me to my
district, and we will fight with the
Cananites, and then I will go with
you to your district.”” So Simeon

4 went with them. Judah accordingly
went up, and the EVER-LIVING gave
the Cananites and the Perizites into
their power, and they defeated them
in Bezek with a loss of ten thousand

5 men. Then they met the Prince
of Bezek at Bezek and fought with
him, and defeated the Cananites and

6 Perizites; and the Prince of Bezek
fled, but they pursued after and

captured him, and cut off the thumbs
of his hands and feet. Then the 7
Prince of Bezek said, ‘' Seven kings,
with the thumbs of their hands and
feet cut off, were waiters beside my
table! As I did God has repaid to
me!’ (They afterwards brought
him to Jerusalem where he died.)

(B.c. 1406.)

The children of Judah next besieged 8
Jerusalem and captured and con-
quered it by the edge of the sword,
and delivered the city to fire. After ¢
that the sons of Judah proceeded to
make war with the Cananites who
occupied the hills, the south, and
the pastures. Then Judah marched 10
against the Cananites who held
Hebron,! and defeated Sheshi, and
Akhiman,and Thalmai. And marched 11
from there to the possessors of Debir,2

1'V. 10. (**Burt the name of Hebron was

. formerly Krith - arba”) is an old editorial

note of explanation.—F. F.

2 V. 11. (** The name of Debir was formerly
Krith-sefer™) is an old editorial note of ex-
planation.—F. F.
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12 where Kaleb said, ‘ Whoever con-

13

14

15

quers Krith-sefer, and captures it, I
will give him my daughter Aksa for
a wife.”” So Athnial the son of Kenez,
the youngerbrother of Kaleb, captured
it from them; and he gave Aksa his
daughter to him as a wife. Now as
she was coming he suggested to her
to ask an estate from her father,—so
she dismounted from her ass, when
Kaleb asked her, “What do you
want? "’

And she replied, ** Give me a bless-
ing;—with the southern land you
have given me; give me springs
of water.” So Kaleb gave her the
Upper Springs and the Lower Springs.

(B.C. 1405.)

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

The sons of Keni, the father-in-law
of Moses, had come up from the city
of The Palmtrees with the sons of
Judah into the desert of Judah, which
is to the south of Arad, and marched
and lived with that people.

Then Judah went with Simeon his
brother and conquered the Cananites
inhabiting Tzifath, and destroyed it,—
and called the name of the town
Kharmah.! Judah also captured
Gaza, and its district, and Ashkelon.
and its district, and Akron and its
district, for the EVER-LIVING was
with Judah and he took possession of
the highlands, but they could not
drive out the population of the plains
because they had iron chariots.
Hebron was given to Kaleb as Moses
had promised, and he drove the
three sons of Anak from it.

(B.C. 1424 to 1406.) A General
Rebolt of the Nations conguered
by FJoshua.

But the Jebusites continued in
Jerusalem, for the sons of Benjamin
could not drive them out,—so the
Jebusites continue to reside with the
sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem to
this day.

The House of Joseph also went up
to Bethel, and the EVER-LIVING was
with them, so the House of Joseph
was successful against Bethel,~the
name of the town was formerly Luz.
And the scouts saw a man who came
out from the city, and said to him,
*“ Show us, we pray, the entrance into
the town and we will reward you.”

So he showed them an entrance to
the city, and they took the city with
the sword, but they sent the man
away with all his family, who went
to the country of the Hitites, and
built a town and called it by the
name of Luz, and it bears that name
to this day.

(B.c. 1425 to 1406.)

Manasseh also did not disperse the
people of Bethshan with its villages,
and Thanak with its villages, or the
inhabitants of Iblam with its villages,
or the population of Megiddo with
its villages, but permitted the
Cananites to reside in that country.
But when Israel prevailed it laid the
Cananites under tribute, and did not
expel them.

Ephraim also did not expel the
Cananite population of Ghezer, or
the Cananite population from around
Ghezer. Zebulon, also, did not expel
the population from Kitan, the in-
habitants from the riverside, or the
Cananite population from amongst
itself, but put them under tribute,

Ashur did not expel the population
from Aka, or the inhabitants of Zidon,
or Akhbal, or Akzib, or Khabdah, or
Afik, or Rekhob but the Ashurites
resided amongst the Cananite popu-
lation of the country, for they did not
expel them,

Naphthali did not dispossess the
inhabitants of Beth-shemsh, or the
population of Beth-anath, butresided
amongst the Cananite population of
the country; and the inhabitants of
Beth-shemsh and Beth-anath were
tributary to them.

The Amorites also resisted the sons
of Gad in the Highlands, although
they were not able to descend to the
plains; therefore they allowed the
Amorites to occupy the Eastern Hills
at Ailon, and Shalbim, and Thikbad
alongside the house of Joseph, and
they paid tribute. And the boundary
of the Amorites was from the ascent
of Akrabim, from Sela and upwards.

(About B.c. 1406.) A Preacher

25

26
27

28 ;"

30
31
32

33

34

35"

36

exhorts the Fzraelites to re-conguer

the Hatibe Tribes.

But a Messenger of the EVER-
LIVING came from Ghiigal to Bokim,
who said, * 1 brought you up from
Mitzeraim,! and conducted you to

2

' V.17, * Kharmah " =The Ruins.—F, F

! Egypt.—F. F.

250



“~inologers.

2—2 THE BOOK OF THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES. 2—:21

the country whichI promised to your
ancestors, declaring, ‘I will not
break My covenant with you for
2 ever; but you shall not make a treaty
with the inhabitants of this country
but strike down their altars.” Howe
ever you have not listened to My
3 voice. Why have you done so when
I said, ‘If you do not drive them out
from you, they will be thorns,—and
their gods will be snares to you'?"”
4  When the Messenger of the EVER-
LIVING addressed this speech to the
- Parliament of the children of Israel,
5 the People lifted up their voices and
wept, and called the name of that
valley The Weepings,? and sacrificed
there to the EVER-LIVING.

" (B.C. 1425 to 1424.) Recapitulation
~ of the Ghents of the Last Bays

of Joshua.

6 When Joshuadismissed the People,
the children went each to his share,
to take possession of the country,

7 and the People served the EVER-
L1VING all the days of Joshua andall
the time of the old men who sur-
vived Joshua, who had seen all the
great acts of the EVER-LIVING which
He did for Israel.

(B.C. 1424.)

8 Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant
of the EVER-LIVING, diedata hundred

9 and ten years of age, and they buried
him within the bounds of his estate,
at Thimnath, in Mount Ephraim, on

10 the north of the hill of Gash. But
when all that generation were added
to their fathers, there arose another
generation after them, who khew not
the EVER-LIVING, or the acts which
He did for Israel.

(B.C. 1424 to 1406.) Religtons Cor-
ruption of Psrael.®

11  Then the Children of Israel did

wrong in the sight of the EVER-

. LIVING and passed over to Baal,
12 and forsook the EVER-LIVING GOD of

. YV, 5. “The Weepings,” in Hebrew
Bokhim.—F. F,

2 Not1e.—These datesare far from accurate,

tbut I adopt them from the ordinary chro-
I estimate that 100 to 200 years of
ianarchy is intimated, and that consequently
the date of the Exodus and all the subsequent
events should be put backwards for that time,
but this question is one for chronologers, and
does not affect the accuracy of the Biblical
Narrative, but corroborates it.—F, F,

their fathers, who brought them out

of the land of the Mitzeraim,! and
went after the gods of the nations
who surrounded them, and wor-
shipped them, and provoked the
EVER-LIVING. Thus they forsook 13
the EVER-LIVING and worshipped
Ashtaroth.2

Wiy Anarchy.

Then theanger of the EVER-LIVING 14
burntagainstIsrael,and He gavethem
to the hand of robbers who robbed
them, and delivered them to the
power of their enemiesall round, and
they were not able to stand before
their enemies. Wherever they went 15
the hand of the EVER-LIVING was
against them for evil, as the EVER-
LIVING had said, and as the EVER-
LIVING had threatened them, and He
greatly afflicted them.,

(About B.C. 1406.) eaders arise
and adbise Reform, but are
rejected.®

The EVER-LIVING afterwards 16
raised up judges who protected them
from the powers of the Robbers.
Yet, however, they would not 17
listen to their judges, for they went
whoring after other gods, and wor-
shipped them,—turning soon from
the path which their fathers followed,
~that of listening to the commands
of the EVER-LIVING. They did it
not. But when the EVER-LIVING 18
caused some of the judges to arise,
and the EVER-LIVING was with that
Judge, He saved them from the hand
of their enemies, for the EVER-LIVING
pitied their groans under their adver-
saries and oppressors. Butwhen that 19
Judgedied, they turned and corrupted
themselves more than their fathers,
by following seducing gods, and
serving and worshipping them. They
ceased not from their offences, and
from making their way hard.

Thenthe anger of the EVER-LIVING 20
burnt against Israel, and He said:

‘* Because this Nation hasbroken My
Covenant which I communicated to
their ancestors, and does not listen to
My Word, I also will not continue 21
to drive out before them any of the
nations whom Joshua left at his death,

1 Egypt—F. F,

2 V. 13. *“Ashtaroth” means * Lust,* the
Venus of pagans.—F. F.

3 See note (2), col. 1,
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2—22 THE BOOK OF THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES. 3-—23

22 so that I may try Israel by them,
whether they will keep the path of
the EVER-LIVING, and walk in it, as

23 their fathers kept it, or not.”” So
the EVER-LIVING gave them not
those nations, and did not dispossess
them of the mountains, and gave
them not to the hand of Joshua.

(B.C. 1420.) Wby the Rebolt of the
Natibes was allotved.

3 And these are the nations whom
the EVER-LIVING permitted to try
Israel, all who were not acquainted

2 with the wars of Canan: so that the
generations of the Children of Israel
mightlearn war, which they otherwise
would not have known.

3 The five Lordships of the Philis-
tines, and all the Cananites, and
Zidonians, and the Hivites, inhabiting
the hills of the Lebanon, from the
Hill of Bal-Hermon, to the pass of

4 Khamath.! They were also to try
Israel to teach them to listen to the
commandsofthe EVER-LIVING, which
He dictated to their fathers by the
hand of Moses.

5 So the Children of Israel resided
amongst the Cananites, the Hitites,
the Amorites, the Perizites, the

6 Hivites, and the Jebusites, and took
their daughters to themselves for
wives, and gave their daughters to
their sons, and served their gods.

7 The Children of Israel also did wrong
in the sight of the EVER-LIVING, and
forsook their EVER-LIVING GOD and
served Balim and Ashteroth,

(B.c. 1402.) The Arvamites of Meso-
potamia rabage all @Western Asia
and Palestine.

8 ‘The anger of the EVER-LIVING con-
sequently burnt against Israel, and
He delivered them to the power of
Koshan-Ramathim, King of Aram-
between-the-Rivers;2and the Children
of Israel were subject to Koshan-
Ramathim for nine years.

(B.C. 1394.)

9 ‘Then the sonsof Israel cried to the
EVER-LIVING, and the EVER-LIVING
sent a saviour for Israel, in Athnial
the descendant of Kenez, the youngest

10 brother of Kaleb, who saved them, for
the Spirit of the EVER-LIVING was

1 Hamath.—F. F,
2 Mesopotamia—F, F,

25

upon him, and he judged Israel, and
wentout towar,and the EVER-LIVING
gave Koshan-Ramathim to his hand.
Thus the country had peace for forty 11
years, until Athnial-ben-Kenez died.

(B.c. 1354.) WRing Aglon of Moab
and his @hiefs defealt the
Fsraelites.

The Children of Israel, however, 12
continued to do wrong in the sight
of the EVER-LIVING, so the EVER-
LIVING emboldened Aglon, King of
Moab, against Israel, because they
did wrong in the eyes of the EVER-
LIVING; and he added to himself the 13 .-

. Children of Amon, and Amalek, and
- Zabin, and defeated Israel, and seized
the town of Palmtrees.! The sonsof 14 -

Israel consequently served Aglon,
King of Moab, eighteen years. Then 15 -
the Children of Israel cried to the '
EVER-LIVING, and the EVER-LIVING
raised a saviour for them, Ahud-ben-
Ghera, a Benjaminite, a left-handed
man, by whose means the sons of
Israel sent the tribute to Aglon, King

of Moab. But Ahud made himself a 16
sword of a foot long with a double
edge, and bound itunder his cloak on
his right thigh, when he approached 17
with the tribute to Aglon, King of
Moab,—(Aglon, however, was a very
fat man)—and when he had finished 18
presenting the tribute, he sent away
the people who carried the tribute,
but he returned back from the quar- 19
ries that are in Ghilgal, and said, “1I
desire a word in private between
myself and you, King,” and he
replied ““ All right!" and sent away
all who stood about him.

(B.c. 1336.) Abud stabs Bing Aglon .
of Mork, and Fsrael rebrolts,

Then Ahud came to him, and he 20 -
sat upon the raised seat which was
reserved for himself alone, and Ahud
said, ‘There is a message from Gop
with me for you.” So he rose from
his throne.  Then Ahud stretched 2r
out his left hand, and drew the sword
from his thigh, and drove it into his
belly, and the excrement came out
after the blade, but the fat closed up 22
over the blade, for he did not draw i
the sword from his belly, but it went
into the intestines., Then Ahud went 23
out by the private porch and shut the

1 Palm-town—Thamarim, in Heb,—F, F,
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