THE GOSPEL AS RECORDED BY

ST. MATTHEW.

The Genealogy of Fesus.

lTHE record of the genealogy of
Jesus Christ, son of David, son
of Abraham,
2. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judah
3 and his brothers; and Judah begat
Phares and Zarah by Thamar; and
Phares begat Hesrom; and Hesrom
4 begat Aram; and Aram begat Amina-
dab; and Aminadab begat Naasson;
5 and Naasson begat Salmon; and
Salmon begat Boez by Rahab; and
Boez begat Obed by Ruth; and Obed
6 begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David
the king.
David the king begat Solomon by
9 the widow of Uriah; and Solomon
begat Rehoboam; and Rehoboam
begat Abia; and Abia begat Asaph;
8 and Asaph begat Josaphat; and
osaphat begat Joram; and Joram
9 begat Oziah; and Oziah begat Jo-
tham; and Jotham begat Achaz; and
10 Achazbegat Hezekiah ; and Hezekiah
‘begat Manasseh ; and Manasseh begat
11 Amos; and Amos begat Josiah; and
g}osiah begat Jechoniah and his
rothers, about the time of the trans-
portation into Babylon.
12 And after the transportation into
Babylon, Jechoniah begat Salathiel;
13 and Salathiel begat Zorobabel ; and
Zorobabel begat Abjud: and Abiud

begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat-

14 Azor; and Azor begat Sadok; and
Sadok begat Achim ; and Achim begat

15 Eliud; and Eliud begat Eleazar ; and
Eleazar begat Mathan: and Mathan

16 begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Joseph,
the husband of Mary; from her was
born Jesus, the Appointed MESSIAH.!

17 Thusall the generations from Abra-
ham to David were fourteen genera-
tions; and from David to the trans-
portation into Babylon were fourteen
generations; and from the transporta-
tion into Babylon to the Messiah were
fourteen generations.

! Danlel ix. 2s.

The Birth of Yesus,

However, the origin of Jesus the

- Messiah was thus : Mary, His mother,

was promised in marriage to Joseph ;
but before their union, she was
found to have conceived from the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
however, was a righteous man; and
not wishing to degrade her, felt
inclined to divorce her privately,
But while reflecting about it, he saw
a messenger from the Lord appear to
him during a vision, saying:

*Joseph, son of David, you need
not be afraid to accept your wife
Mary; for what is conceived in her
was produced by the Holy Spirit.
And she will give birth to a Son, and
you shall name Him JEsus; for He
will save His people from their sins.”

Now all this took place so that the
statement of the Lord, as recorded by
His prophet, might be fulfilled ;

BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CON-

CEIVE,
AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON:
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
EMMANUEL,!
which, when translated, means, THE
GOD AMONG US,

Then Joseph, having awakened
from his sleep, did as the messenger
of the Lord commanded him, and
accepted his wife; but kept apart
from her until she had given birth to
her Son: and he named Him JESuUs,

The Bisit of the fagi.?

Soon after the birth of Jesus, in
Bethlehem of Judea, during the reign
of King Herod, there arrived in Jeru-
salem Magi from the east, who in-
quired: ‘‘Where is the newly-born
King of the Jews? for we have seen
His star in the east, and we have
come to pay Him homage.”

When Herod the king heard this,
he was terrified, and all Jerusalem
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with him. So assembling the chief 4

! Isaiah vii, 14. 3 Astronomers,

1050



2-5

MATTHEW.

3—;5

10

I1

12

I3

14
15

priests and professors, he demanded
of them where the Messiah would be
born. They replied, * In Bethlehem
of Judea”; for it is recorded by the
prophet:
AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, JUDAH'S
LAND,

ARE NOT THE LEAST AMONG THE
DISTRICTS OF JUDAH;

FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME
THE LEADER,

WHO SHALL SHEPHERD My PEO-
PLE ISRAEL.!

Then Herod, having privately inter-
viewed the Magi, ascertained from
them the exact time when the star
made its appearance. He then sent
themto Bethlehem, remarking,*When
you arrive, ascertain very carefully
everythingabout that Child; and when
you have discovered all, inform me,
so that I may also come and pay Him
homage.”

Having listened to the king, they
accordingly proceeded on their way;
and observed that the star which they
had seen at its rising, went before
them, until arriving, it rested above
the place where the Child was. When
they observed the star, they rejoiced
with very great delight. And having
come to the house, they saw the young
Child with His mother Mary; and
prostrating themselves, they paid Him
homage: and having opened their
treasures, they presented Him with
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, as a
tribute. And having been instructed
by a dream not to return to Herod,
they accordingly departed to their
own country by another road.

The Flight ints Ggupt.

After their departure, a messenger
from the Lord also appeared to Joseph
in a vision, saying: ‘' Arise! take the
child and His mother, and fly to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you ; for Herod is about to hunt out
the Child to murder Him.

Arising, he accordingly took the
Child and His mother by night, and
removed to Egypt, remaining there
until the death of Herod ; so that the
statement from the Lord, through
the prophet, might be fulfilled, which
declared:

1 CALLED MY SON OUT OF
EGgyrr.3

1 Micah v, 2. 2 Hosea xi. 1.

The Massacre of the Innocents,

Then Herod, when he found that he
had been deceived by the Magi, was
savagely furious ; and sending to Beth-
lehem, he murdered all the male child-
ren there,as well as all that were in
the neighbourhood, from two years
of age and under, so as to include the
date which he had ascertaired from
the Magi. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken through the prophet Jere-
miah ;

1 HEARD A SOUND OF GRIEF IN

RAMAH,
WEEPING AND GREAT ANGUISH :
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHIL-
DREN :
AND SHE CANNOT BE CONSOLED,
BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT.l

When Herod was dead, however,
a messenger of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a vision, while in Egypt,
and said : ‘* Arise! take the Child and
His mother, and go into the land of
Israel; for they are dead who sought
the Child’s life.”

He then arose, took the Child and
His mother, and came into the land
of Israel. Hearing, however, that
Archelaus reigned over Judea in the
place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to return there: and having
been also warned by a dream, he
withdrew into the district of Galilee,
And on arriving, he settled in a town
named Nazareth; so that the predic-
tion through the prophet was fulfilled
which said that he should be con-
sidered A NAZARENE.?

The Mission of John.
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Some time after this period, John 8

the Baptizer began to proclaim in the

desert of Judea: ‘‘Reform! for the 2

Kingdom of Heaven is near.”

This man was the one foretold by 3

the prophet Isaiah, where he says:
A VOICE CALLING OUT IN THE
DESERT,
PREPARE THE ROAD FOR THE
LORD,
MAKE STRAIGHT THE PATHWAY
FOR HIs FEET.3

Now John himself had his clothing 4

of camel's hair, with a leather belt
around his waist; and his food was
locusts and wild honey.

Then Jerusalem, and the people s

about Judea, as well as the whole
neighbourhood of Jordan, went to

1 Jer. xxxi. 15, * Judges xiif, 7. 3% Isa. xl.
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€ him; and were baptized by him in
the Jordan, when they had confessed
7 their sins. But observing many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to his baptism, he addressed them,
saying .
* Spawn of vipers! who hasdirected
8 you to fly from the future fury? Pro-
duce then fruit displaying your con-
9 version; and do not in your pride
say to yourselves, ‘We have our
ancestor Abraham’; for I tell you
that God is able, even from these
stones, to raise up children to Abra-
ro ham. But the axe now lies at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore
which does not produce good fruit, will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I indeed baptize you in water,
preparatory to conversion; but the
One Who follows me is far stronger
than I. I am noteven worthy to carry
His shoes. He will baptize you in the

12 Holy Spirit and fire. His winnower
is in His hand, and He will perfectly
cleanse His threshing-floor, and col-
lect His wheat into the granary;
while He will consume the chaff with
inextinguishable fire.”

13 _ Jesus also came from Galilee to the
Jordan, applying to John to be bap-

14 tized by him. John, however, wished
to dissuade Him, saying: * It is more
Decessary for me to be baptized by
You; andyet You would cometome! "

15 But Jesus replied, * Allow it for the
present; for it isappointed thusto us
to do all that is right.” He then
permitted Him.

16 And when Jesus had been baptized,
He immediately came out from the
water. And the heavens were opened
to Him: and He saw the Spirit of

17 God descending like a dove, and
coming and resting upon Him; and
then a voice from the heavens said ;

*“This is My Son, My Beloved, in
Whom I have delight.”

The Templation of Jesus.

4  Jesus then went up into the desert,"

under the influence of the Spirit, to be

2 tried by the agency of the Devil. And
baving fasted forty days and forty
nights, He at last became hungry.

3 TheTempter thenapproached Him,
and said: “If you are a Son of
God, order these stones to become
loaves.”

4 But Jesus in reply said: “It is
written, MAN DOES NOT LIVE ON
BREAD ALONE ; BUT UPON EVERY

WORD  PASSING THROUGH THE
MOUTH OF GoD.’'
Then the Devil, carrying Him into
the holy city, placed Him upon the
high porch of the temple, and said
to Him: *If You are a Son of God,
throw Yourself down; for it is re-
corded that
HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS
CONCERNING YOU,

TO SUPPORT YOU WITH THEIR
HANDS,

SO THAT YOU CANNOT DASH YOUR
FOOT AGAINST THE PAVEMENT. 2
Jesus inreply to him said: * And it
is elsewhere written, YOU SHALL NOT
TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GoOD.” 8
Again, the Devil carrying Him up
a very high mountain, pointed out to
Him all the kingdoms of that region,
and the splendour of them, and said
to Him: “I will give You all these,
if You will pay me homage."
But Jesus in reply to him said:
‘ Begone, Satan ! for it is written, You
SHALL REVERENCE THE LORD, AND
PAY HOMAGE TO HIM ALONE." 4
The Devil then left Him, and angels
at once approached and ministered to
Him,
Now Jesus, having heard that John
was betrayed, moved into Galilee:
and leaving Nazareth, He went to
live in Capernaum by the sea, in the
borders of Zebulon and Naphthali ; so
that the prediction delivered through
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled,
which says:
OVER THE JORDAN, NEAR THE
SEA,

IN THE LAND OF ZEBULON, AND
NAPHTHALI'S LAND,

IN THE HEATHEN GALILEE,

THE PEOPLE LIVING IN DARKNESS
SAW A GREAT LIGHT;

WHILE IN SOLITUDE CROUCHED,
AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH,

A LIGHT HAS BEFORE THEM BURST

ouT.)’

From that time Jesus began to pro
claim and say,  Change your minds:
for the Kingdom of Heaven ap-
proaches!”

@hoosing Bis Aposiles.
While walking along the coast of
the sea of Galilee, He observed two
brothers, Simon surnamed Peter, and
his brother Andrew, throwing a cast-
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4 Deut, x. 20. § Isaiah ix. 1, 2.
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ing-net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. Speaking to them, He
said, * Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men."”

And immediately abandoning their
nets, they followed Him,

And going from there, He saw two
other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat along with their father,
mending their nets; and He hailed
them. And at once abandoning the
boat and their father, they followed
Him.

Jesus then went through all Galilee,
teachingin their synagogues, and pro-
claiming the good news of the King-
dom, as well as curing every kind of
disease and infirmity among the
people. And the report about Him
spread throughout all Syria; and they
brought to Him all those who were
afflicted with different mental diseases
and sufferings—demoniacs, lunatics,
and paralytics—and Herestored them
to health.

And great crowds followed Him
from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem,

and Judea, as well as from the other

side of the Jordan,

@The Srermon on the Alount,

Now observing those crowds, He
ascended the hill; and seating Him-
self, His disciples approached Him.
Then having opened His mouth, He
addressed them as follows:

'“ Blessed are the gentlein spirit ; for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

‘* Blessed are the sufferers; for they
shall be comforted.

‘* Blessed are the kind-hearted ; for
they shall inherit the earth.

‘ Blessed are the hungering and
thirsting for righteousness; for they
shall be satisfied.

‘ Blessed are the merciful ; for they
shall secure mercy.

‘* Blessed are the pure in heart; for
they shall see God Himself.

‘* Blessed are the peacemakers; for
they shall be declared God’s own sons.

‘*Blessed are the persecuted on
account of righteousness; because the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs,

““You are blessed whenever they
curse and persecute you, and say every
vile thing against you, falsely, because
of Me. Be glad and delighted! be-
cause your reward in heaven will be
great; for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you,

“You are the salt of the earth; but
if the salt should lose its strength, with
what can itself be salted? It is then
good for nothing, but to be flung out
and trodden under foot by mankind.

**You are the light of the world.
A town built upon a hill cannot be
concealed. A lamp is never lighted
and placed under a corn measure, but
upon the lampstand; and it gives
light to all those in the house. Thus
let your light shine in the presence of
mankind; so that they may see your
good conduct, and praise your Father
Who is in heaven.

“ Do not imagine that I have come
to'abolish the law and the prophets;
I have not come to abolish, but to
complete them. For I tell you in-
deed, that until the heavens and the
earth chall pass away, a single dot or
hairstroke shall not disappear from
the law, until all has been completed.
If, therefore, any one shall make light
of one of the least of its commands,
and shall teach men so, he shall be
declared the least in the Kingdom of
Heaven; but whoever teaches them
and acts up to them, he shall be great
in the Kingdom of Heaven. For I
tell you that if your righteousness
does not surpass that of the professors
and Pharisees, you can by no means
enter the Kingdom of Heaven,

The Taln Explatned,

*You have heard that it was said
by the ancients, You shall not mur-
der; and if a man should murder, he
would be liable to punishment, But
I tell you, that every man quarrelling
with his brother will be liable to pun-
ishment; and if he should call his
brother ‘ Scoundrel,’ he will be liable
to the High Court of Justice; and
whoever shall call his brother * Rebel,’
will be liable to the branding by fire,
Therefore, even if you have carried
your offering up to the altar, and
you should there discover that your
brother has suffered any wrong by
you, leave your offering even before
the altar,and goaway ; first be recon-
ciled to your brother, and then return-
ing, present your offering.

* Make friends with your accuser
quickly, even while you are in his
company; for your accuser may drag
you before the judge, and the judge
may hand you over to the officer, and
he in turn may take you to prison.
I tell you indeed, that you will not
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depart until you have repaid the very
last farthing.

27 ‘You have heard it said that you

28 shall not commit adultery. But I tell
you that every one who looks lewdly
upon a woman,has already committed
adultery with her in his own heart.

29 ‘‘If, therefore, your right eye leads
you to sin, tear it out and throw it
from you; for it will be profitable to
you to destroy one of your members,
rather than that your whole body

30 should perish in the Pit. And if your
right hand leads you to sin, cut it off
and throw it from you; for it will be
profitable for you to destroy one of
your limbs, rather than that your
whole body should perislh: in the Pit,

31 “It has also been decreed that if
any one would dismiss his wife, let

32 him have her divorced. ButItell you
that if any one divorces his wife,
excepton accountof fornication, here-
presents her to bean adulteress ; [and
if any one marries her when she has
been divorced, he commits adultery.]

33 ‘'‘Again, you have heard it was de-
creed to the ancients, that you shall
not perjure yourselves, but give up

34 your vow to the Lord. But I tell you
in short, Do not vow at all: not by
heaven, for that is the throne of God ;

35 nor by the earth, because that is
His footstool ; nor by Jerusalem, for
that is the city of the great King.

36 Neither vow by your head, because
you are not able to make a single hair

37 white or black. But let your language
be ‘Yes, yes’; ‘No, no': for what-
ever exceeds these proceeds from evil,

38 ‘ You have heard that it was en-
acted, Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.

39 But I tell you, Do not contend with the
wicked ; but whoever strikes you upon
your right cheek, then turn the other

40 to him as well. And whoever drags
you to law, and takes your vest, let

41 him have your cloak as well. And
whoever forces you to go with him one

42 mile, then go two. Give to the man
who begs from you; and do not turn
away from the one wishing to borrow
from you.

43 “You have heard it was com-
manded that you should love your
neighbour, and hate your enemy.

44 But I tell you to love your enemies;
bless those who curse you; act
generously to those who hate you;
and pray for those who ill-use and

45 persecute you : then you will become
the sons of your Father Who is in

heaven ; for He raises His sun over
both bad and good, and rains upon
both just and unjust. For if you 46
should merely be friendly with your
friends, what reward have you? Is
not the same thing done even by the
extortioners ? And if you salute your 47
associates only, is that anything to be
proud of ? for is not that done even

by the extortioners? You, however, 48
should be perfect, as your Father in
heaven is perfect.

The Philosophy of Oharity.

“Take care and do not display 6
your charities before men, with the
intention of being observed by them
for if you do, you will not have a re-
ward from your Father Who is in
heaven, When, therefore, you do a 2
kindness, do not blow a trumpet be-
fore yourself, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues, and in the streets, so
that they may secure the praise of
men. I tell you, however, that they
obtain their reward. But whenever 3
you do a kindness, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand
does; so that your kindness may be 4
secret, and your Father Who looks

into the secret will return it to you
openly.

~ Yolu to Prap.

‘* And when you pray, do not follow 5
the example of the hypocrites; for
they delight to pray standing in the
crowds and at the corners of the
squares, so that they may be seen by
men. I tell you, however, that they
receive their wages. But when you 6
pray, enter your chamber,and having
shut your door, pray to your Father

| in that privacy; and your Father,

seeing into that privacy, will return it
to you openly.

“ But when praying, make use of 7
no babble, like the heathen ; for they
imagine that they will be listened to
because of their volubility. Do not 8
therefore imitate them; for your Fa-
ther knows your necessities before
you can ask Him. Consequently, you 9
must pray in this way:

Lord's Prager.
“ Our Father in the Heavens; Your
Name must be being Hallowed;
“Your Kingdom must be being 10
restored
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