THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES, COMMONLY CALLED

NUMBERS.

(BE MIDBAR = IN

THE DESERT.)

Gommand to Organize an Army.
The Gensus of Fsrael.

1 HE EVER-LIVING also spoke to
Mosesin the desert of Sinai, at
the Hall of Assembly, in the first
month, in the second year of the years .
after coming from the land of the
Mitzeraim, commanding ;

2 ‘“Record the names of all the
chiefs of the children of Israel by
the families of their ancestors in the
Register of Names; each man from

3 his own roll; from twenty years old
and upwards, all who can go to war
of the children of Israel — you and
Aaron organize them into their own

4 regiments. They must be assigned
each to his own tribe,—each to the
captain of the house of his ancestors.

5 And these are the names of the men
you shall appoint over them,

“To Reuben, Alizur the son of
Shadiaur;

6 *To Simeon, Shemulial, the son of
Tzurishadai ;

7 *To Judah, Makshan, the son of
Aminadab;

8 “To Issakar, Nakishan the son of
Tzoar;

9 ‘“To Zebulon, Aliab, the son of
Khilon ;

10 *“To the sons of Joseph ;—To
Ephraim, Alishamar, the son of
Amihud;

*To Manasseh, Gamalial the son
of Phidatzur;

11 “To Benjamin, Abidan the son of
Ghidoni ;

12 “To Dan, Akhiazer the son of Ami-
shaddai;

13 “To Asher, Phanuel the son of
Aknan,

14 “To Gad, Aliashur the son of
Rauel ;

15 ‘“To Naphthali, Akhira the son of
Ainan;

16 “I have nominated these to be

-

chiefs to bear the standards of the
tribes of their ancestors. They are
the princes of the regiments of
Israel.”

Moses and Aaron therefore took
these men who wereindicated to them
by name, and they summoned all the
chiefs of families on the first of the
second month, and they produced to
them their records of the houses of
their fathers, from the Bocks of
Register, from twenty years old and
upwards by their records;—as the
EVER-LIVING commanded to Moses,
and appointed in the desert of
Sinai.

And these were descendants of the

~ sons of Reuben, the oldest son of

Israel, according to the registers of
their ancestral houses in the records
of names on their heads;—all males
of twenty years old and upwards; all

- capable of army-service, regimented

under the standard of Reuben, forty-
six thousand, five hundred.

Of themen descended from Simeon,
by the register of the house of their
fathers, arranged from the records
of names on their heads, all males of
twenty years old and upwards,—all
capableof army-service,—regimented
under the standard of Simeon, fifty-
nine thousand, and six hundred. -

Of the men descended from Gad,
from the registers of their ancestral
houses by the record of names, from
twenty years old and upwards,—all
capable of army-service, — regi-
mented under the standard of Gad,
forty-five thousand, six hundred and
fifty.

Of the men descended from Judah,
by the register of their ancestral
houses, by the record of names, from
twenty years old and upwards,—all
capable of army-service,—regimented
under the standard of Judah, seventy-
four thousand, six hundred.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27



| 1—28

NUMBERS.

25

28 Of themen descended from Issakar,
by the registers of their ancestral
houses in the record of names, from
twenty years old and upwards,—all

29 capable of army-service,~regimented
under the standard of Issakar, fifty
thousand, four hundred.

30 Of the men descended from
Zebulon, by the registers of their
ancestral houses in the record of
names, from twenty years old and
upwards,—all capable of army-ser-

31 vice,—regimented under the standard
of Zebulon, fifty-seven thousand, four
hundred.

32 Of the men of Joseph; of the sons
descended from Ephraim, by the
registers of their ancestral houses, by
the record of names, from twenty
years old and upwards,—all capable
of army-service,—regimented under

33 the standard of Ephraim, forty thou-
sand, five hundred.

34 Of the men descended from Man-
asseh, by the registers of their ances-
tral houses, by the record of names,
from twenty years old and upwards,

35 —all capable of army-service,—regi-
mented under the standard of Man-
asseh, thirty thousand, two hundred.

36 Of the men descended from Ben-
jamin, by the registers of their ances-
tral houses, by the record of names,
from twenty years old and upwards,

- 37 —all capable of army-service,—regi-
mented under the standard of Ben-
jamin, thirty-five thousand, four
hundred.

38 Of the men descended from Dan,
by the registers of their ancestral
houses, by the record of names, from

twenty years old and upwards,—all

39 capable of army-service,—~regimented
under the standard of Dan, sixty-two

,_ thousand, seven hundred.

40 Of the men descended from Asher,

’ by the registers of their ancestral
houses, by the record of names,
from twenty years old and upwards,

41 —all capable of army-service,—regi-
mented under the standard of Asher,
forty-one thousand, five hundred.

42  Of the men descended from Naph-
thali, by the registers of their ances-
tral houses, by the record of names,

i from twenty years old ‘and upwards,

43 —all capable of army-service,—regi-
mented under the standard of Naph-
thali, fifty-three thousand, four
hundred.

44 These were the Army Divisions
that Moses and Aaron organized ; and

the generals of Israel were twelve
men ;—each was appointed from the
house of their fathers. And the 45
officers of the children of Israel were
all from the house of their fathers
from twenty years old and upwards,
all capable of army-service in Israel;
and the total number of all the en- 46
rolled was six hupdred and thirty
thousand, five hundred and fifty.
The Levites, however, were not en- 47
rolled among them.

The Appointment of & Priesthood.

Then the EVER-LIVING spoke to 48
Moses commanding ;

* Regarding the tribe of Levi; you 49
shall not enrol it, so that they may
not raise their head in the midst of
the sons of Israel. However you 50
shall organize the Levites for the
sanctuary of the nation, and for all
the services, and for all pertaining to
them. They shall carry the sanctuary
and all its furniture, and shall encamp
round and guard the sanctuary.
When the sanctuary is to advance, 51
the Levites shall take it down; and
when the sanctuaryis to be pitched
the Levites shall raise it, and the
stranger who approaches shall be
killed. But the sons of Israel shall 52
attend each to thewr own camp, and
each to the flag of their regiments, 53
whilst the Levites must attend about
the sanctuary of the nation, that there
may not be anger upon the nation of
the sons of Israel; therefore the
Levites shall guard the sanctuary of
the nation."

The children of Israel consequently 54
did all that the EVER-LIVING com-
manded to Moses. They did it.

The Griters for Gueamping,

The EVER-LIVING also spoke to 2
Moses commanding ;

-** Let each encamp by his flagat the 2
standard of theancestral house of the
sons of Israel. Let them begin to
encamp around the Hall of Assembly
on the east,

*The encampmenton the east, from 3
the sunrising, shall be for the stan-
dard of the camp of the army of
Judah; and let Nakhshan the son of
Aminadab command the sons of
Judah, with his organized force of 4
seventy-four thousand, six hundred.

‘* And let the tribe of Issakar en- 5

- camp next them, and the commander

of the sons of Issakar be Nathanael
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6 the son of Tzoar, with his organized
force of fifty thousand, four hundred.
7 _‘*Next the tribe of Zebulon. Let
the commander of the sons .of
Zebulon be Aliab the son of Khelon,

8 with his organized force of fifty-seven
- thousand, four hundred.

9 _ “All the regiments in the camp of

Judah numbering one hundred and
eighty-six thousand, four hundred:
this force shall march first,

10 “ The standard of Reuben shall be
on the south with its force; and the
commander of the sons of Reuben
shall be Aliezar the son of Shadiaur,

11 with his organized force of forty-six
thousand, five hundred.

12  “And let the tribe of Simeon |

encamp ne xt them; and the com-
mander of the tribe of Simeon be
Shilumiel the son of Tzurishadai ;
13 and his organized force be fifty-nine
thousand, six hundred,
14 ‘“Then the tribe of Gad; and let the

commander of the sons of Gad be

15 Alisaph the son of Rauel, with his
organized force of forty-five thou-

16 sand, six - hundred and fifty. All the.

organized forces in the camp of
Reuben were one hundred and fifty-

ohe thousand, four hundred and fifty.

And this division shall'march second.
17 “But the camp of the Hall of

Assembly shall march with the

Levites between the camps : as they
encamp,—they shall march each
alongside of their flag. .
18 “ Let the standard of the camp of

Ephraim with his force be on the west; -

and the commander of the sons of
Ephraim shall be Alishamah the son

19 of Amihud; and his organized force
be forty thousand, five hundred.

20 ‘““And next to him let there be the
tribe of Manasseh; and the ‘com-
mander of the sons of Manasseh
shall be Gamaliel the son of

21 Phidatzur; and his organized force
be thirty-two thousand, two hundred,

22 _ “Then the tribe of Benjamin ; and
the commander of the sons of
Benjamin shall be Abidan the son

23 of Khidaoni; and his organized force
be thirty-five thousand, four hundred.

24 ‘'All the enrolments in the camp
of Ephraim were one hundred and
eight thousand, one hundred; they
shall march third with their force.

25 ‘" Let the standard of the tribe of
Dan be on the north with its force ;
and the commander of the sons of
Dan shall be Akhiazur the son of

houses.

Amishadai, and his organized force 26
be sixty-two thousand, seven hundred,

‘ And let the tribe of Asher encamp 27
next them; and the commander of
the sons of Asher shall be Phanue]
the son of Akran, and his organized 28
force was one and forty thousand,
five hundred.

*Then the tribe of Naphthali; and 29 .
let the commander of the sons of
Naphthali be Akhira the son of
Ainan ; and his organized force be 30
fifty-three thousand, four hundred.

“All the enrolments in the camp 31
of Dan were one hundred and fifty-

- seven thousand, six hundred, who

marched in the rear after their flags.”

These were the divisions of the 32
children of Israel, by their ancestral
The numbers in the regi-
ments, in the camps of their forces,
were six hundred and three thousand,
five ‘hundred, and fiftyl But the 33
Levites were not enrolled among the
sons of Israel, as the EVER-LIVING
commanded to Moses. ,

The children of Israel did as 34
the EVER-LIVING commanded to
Moses. They encamped by their
regiments,and thus they marched ;—
each with his family, by the house of
their fathers,

Families of Moses and Aaron.

The following were the children of 8
Aaron and Moses at the time the

EVER-LIVING spoke with Moses at

Mount Sinai.

The Sons of Aaron,

And these are the names of the 2
sons of Aaron, The eldest Nadab,
and Abihu, Aliazar and Aithamar.

‘These were the names of the sons of 3

Aaron the consecrated priest, who
filled the office of priests. But Nadab 4
and Abihu died before the Lorp,
when they offered strange fire before
the EVER-LIVING in the Wilderness
of Sinai; and they had no sons, so

- Aliazar and Aithamar became priests
“in the presence of Aaron their father,

- Gonfirmation of Lebites as Priests.

Then the EVER-LIVING spoke to 5

- Moses saying,

* Present the tribe ot Levi, and 6
station them before Aaron the priest,

1 Note so=lit. ** a'set of ten fives.”—F. F.
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7 and they shall serve with him, and
guard what is intrusted to him, and
the trusts of all the congregation, in
the Hall of Assembly, and perform

8 the services of the sanctuary. They
shall also guard all the furniture of
the Hall of Assembly, and the trusts
of the children of Israel, and perform

9 the services of the sanctuary. There-
fore give the Levites to Aaron and
his sons. Presenting them to him as
an offering for the children of Israel,

10 and instruct Aaron and his sons, that
they must preserve the priesthood,
and the stranger who approaches it
shall die.” '

Sepavation of the Tribe of Eebi.

11 The EVER-LIVING also spoke to

Moses commanding ;—

12 ‘I, also, now, have taken the
Levites from among the children of
Israel; so the Levites shall be Mine,

13 for all the firstborn were Mine at the
time when I cut. off all the firstborn in
the land of the Mitzeraim, I thea
dedicated all the firstborn of Israel
to Myself, from man and also from
beast, They shall be Mine. I am
the EVER-LIVING."

The Eebites to be Organized.

14 The EVER-LIVING also spoke to
Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai,
commanding,

15 ‘Organize the sons of Levi by
their ancestral houses from their
registers,—you must organize every
male _
upwards.”

16 Moses consequently organized

them as the EVER-LIVING com-

L i7 manded ; and these were the sons of

Levi by their names;—Ghershon,

. and Kahath, and Merari.

18 And these were the names of the
sons of Ghershon, by their registers,
Libni and Shimai.

19 And the sons of Kahath, by their
registers, Amram and Itzar, Khabron
and Ouzial.

20 And the sons of Merari by their
registers, Makhli, and Mashi.

These are from the registers of the

. 21 ancestral houses of Levi; from the

: registers of Ghershon, from the
registers of Libni ; from the registers
of Shimai. These were from the
registers of the Ghershonites.

22 They were organized from the
books, every male from a month old

from a month old and |

and upwards; 1 —their enrolment was
seven thousand, five hundred.

“The families of the Ghershonites 23
shall encamp behind the sanctuary,
to the westward ; and the commander 24
of the house of the Ghershonites
shall be Aliasaph the son of Lael.
Thus the duties of the sons of Gher- 25
shon shall be in the Hall of Assembly
about the sanctuary, and the sacred
tabernacle, and the screen before the
entrance of the Hall of Assembly, and 26
the curtains of the court, and the -
screen at the entrance of the court,
that is above the sanctuary; and
around the altar, and all the instru-
ments for the whole of the services.”

And those enrolled from the 27

- families of the Amramites, and from

the families of the Izeharites, and
from the families of the Khabronites,
and from the families of the Azrialites,
those who were from the'families of
Kaharites according to theregister,— 28
all the males, from a month old and
upwards, were eight thousand, six

" hundred to form the guard of the

Holy Place.

“The families of the sons of 29
Kahath shall encamp upon the south
side ofthe sanctuary; and the com- 30
mander of the families of Kahathites
shall be Alizaphan the son of Azial,
They shall be entrusted with the ark, 33
and the table, and the lamp, and the
altars, and the sacred furniture,
which they shall guard; with the
screen, and all the appliances of the
services. The prince who commands 32
the Levites shall be Aliazar the son
of Aaron, the priest, who shall be
appointed to guard the sacred trusts.”

But in conjunction with Merari
were the families of Makhli, and the
family of Mushi. They were with the
family of Merari. They werealsoen- 34
rolled in the register every male from
a month old and upwards, six thou-
sand, two hundred ;

‘““And the commander of the 35
ancestral house of Merari shall be
Tzurial the son of Abikhail. They
shall encamp at the north side of the
sanctuary; and the duties of the sons 36
of Merari shall be the guardianship
of the planks of the sanctuary; and
the cross-bars, and the pillars; and

1V. 22, N.B. lit, “from the son of a
renewal and upwards.” I.e., a renewal of the
simplest astronomical cycle, a month. Come-
pare ‘* Sons of the Resurrection.”—F. F.
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