THE PROVERBS OF
SOLOMON-BEN-DAVID, KING
OF ISRAEL.

1 HE Proverbs of Solomon-Ben-
David, King of Israel, which

2 are to teach wisdom and correc-
tion, and to understand the ideas
3 of intelligence; how to acquire
instruction, skill, righteousness,
4 justice, and rectitude; and to teach

the young to gain prudence and-
discretion.

The Philosopher can listen,and add 5
to his acquisitions, and the intelligent
gain assistance in understanding a 6
proverb, and the meaning of the words
of the Wise and their dark sayings!

BOOK OF PROVERBS.—BOOK THE FIRST.
Motto.

Respect for the Lord is the first-fruit of Wisdom; and only fools despise 7

correction.

Babid's Introductory Address to his Hon, Holomon,

‘* My son, hear your father's correction ; 8

And reject not the words of your mother,

At the wide open gates of the town
She declaims in her speecix |
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For they are a wreath for your head, [
And chains for adorning your neck,
Rules of Eife.

** Go not, my son, if the wicked entice, 10
If they say, ¢ Come, let us look out for blood, 11
And lurk for the careless and fools:

Let us swallow their lives like the grave, 12
And in mass, as they got to the pit!
We shall seize upon wealth of all kinds: 13
And with plunder can fill all our hands.
Come throw in your venture with us, 14
One purse then shall serve for us all |’

* My son, go not out on their path | 15
And hold back your feet from their course,
For their footsteps rush on to distress, 16
And hasten to shedding of blood !

*The net surely is spread out in vain 17
In the sight of the lord of a wing!—
But those watch to shed their own blood, 18
They lay ambush against their own lives!’
For that is the end of all plunder,— 19
Plunder captures the lives of its slaves,

An Inbitation o the Crotud.
*Wisdom cries out aloud in the streets,~ 20

She utters her voice in the squares;
At the top of the markets she cries, 21



1—22 PROVERBS 2—15

The Speech of Wishom.

22 ** How long will you foolish love folly 2
And scorners delight in your scorn?
And you ignorant hate to be taught?—
23 Come, turn and examine my proofs,
For I pour out my spirit for you,
To you I will teach my ideas!

24 “Tho' I cry, you will never attend;
Tho' I stretch out my hand none will grasp;
25 My councils you treat with neglect,
And you will not accept my reproofs,
26 So when you are in grief I will laugh
Will smils when your terror arrives,
27 When destruction comes on like a tempest,

And your sorrow sweeps on like a storm,
And your trouble and anguish have come!

28 “If you call me,—I will not reply!
You will seek,—but then never shall find,
29 In return for your hating instruction,
And refusing to reverence the LLORD!
30 You did not desirel my advice,
And you flung away all my reproofs;—
31 So eat of the fruit of your conduct,
. Be satisfied with your own plans;
32 For the tricks of the cunning will kill them,
And deceptions of idiots destroy,
33 But my hearers in safety will dwell,

And rest without fear of distress !
Comment upon the Address of Wisdom.

2 “ My son, if accepting my words,
. If you store my command with yourself,
2 If your ears will lay hold of Wisdom,

And your heart will incline to reflect,
3 If, then, you will call to Perception,
And to Thoughtfulness lift up your voice,~
4 If you seek her, as men do for silver.
And dig as for wealth from a mine,
5 You will then find the fear of the LORD
And discover the knowledge of GOD !—
6 For the LORD is the giver of Wisdom,
From His mouth come Knowledge and Thought;—
7 Salvation He stores for the upright;
And shields those who walk in the truth;
8 Keeps guard on the path of the Just,
And safe marks the way of His Saints!
9 “ So examine the Right and the Just,
And the Wise; and then all will go well,

10 Then Wisdom will enter your heart,
And Knowledge be sweet to your soul

11 Discretion will watch over you,
Reflection herself will attend,

132 Will preserve from the way of Distress,
From the persons who speak to pervert;

13 Who wander from Rectitude’s paths,
To walk in the ways that are dark,

14 Who delight in the practice of wrong,
And rejoice in perversion to vice;

15 Whose courses are all of them crooked,

1 NoTe.—I change the 3 p. pl. of the Hebrew verb to the 2 p. pl. to meet our English
idiom in addressing an audience.—F. F.
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2—16

PROVERBS.

8—21

And deception in all that they do}
And will guard you from women depraved,—
From the stranger with flattering words,
Who abandons the love of her youth,
And forgets every law of her Gop;
Who allures to the Death in her House |—
The exhausted are strewn in her paths !—
All who enter it,—never return |
Nor revisit the pathways of life !
" But you,—walk in the path of the good*
And keep to the straightforward ways,
For the virtuous continue on earth,
And upon it the upright remain,
While the bad are destroyed from the ground,
And from it wrongdoers are pulled.

The Results of a Wirtuous Eife,

*“My son! forget never My Laws,
And let your heart store My Commands -
For long days and years to your life,
And peace to yourself they will add. :

‘* Abandon not Kindness and Truth,
But twine as a wreath on your neck,
And write on the page of your heart ;—
Then you will find favour and fame,
In the sight both of Gop and of men.

** And trust on the LORD in your heart,
And rely not upon your own skill ;—
Acknowledge Him in all your ways,
And then He will make your paths smooth.
And in your own eyes be not wise,—
Fear JEHOVAH and turn off from wrong;
For it will be health to your nerves,
And come like a drink to your bones.

‘* Pay respect to the LORD from your wealth,
And the first fruits of all you produce,
Then your barns will be full of your crops,
And your stores will be bursting with fruit.

* Son, despise not the LORD who corrects,
Nor hate Him because He reproves,
For the L.ORD reproves those whom He loves,—
Like a father his own darling child!

The Wealty of Wisdom.

* How happy the man who finds Wisdom |
And the man who Reflection attains!
For her cargo is better than silver,
And her produce surpasses fine gold |
For she is more precious than pearls,
And no pleasures are equal to hers!
In her Right, is extension of days,
In her Left, she has honour and wealth;
Her tracks are of pleasantness ways,
All her paths are the pathways of peace!
Who owns her,—~owns a Tree giving Life;
Who retains her,—possesses success!

Hotw God Founded the World.
*The ILORD founded by Wisdom the Earth
By Intelligence fixed up the Skies,
And expanded the Space by His Knowledge,
And makes the clouds drop down the showers.
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Keep her fast; because she is your life.
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8—22 . PROVERBS. 413
22 “Son! let them not slip from your eyes,
Seek Enterprise joined with Good-sense,
23 For they are the life of your soul,
And they will add grace to your neck.
24 You then can walk forward in safety,
And your footsteps will never be caught;
25 If sleeping, you will not feel terror,
Nor the rush of the storm when it comes,—
26 For the LORD will be still your supporter,
And guarding your feet from a fall.
®n the Rife of Practical Wirtue,
27 * Withhold not your help from the needy,
When Gob gives your hand power to do; :
.28 Say not to your friend, ‘' Go away,
To-morrow I'll give,’ when you have !
29 Contrive not a wrong to your neighbour,
When he trustfully rests at your side.
30 * Assail not a man for a trifle,
Except in return for a wrong.
31 To be like the villain desire not,
And never delight in his ways.
32 For the LORD has disgust at the scoundrel,
But the honest have Him for a friend.
33 *‘The LORD curses the house of the bad,
But blesses the home of the good.
34 ** With scorners, He is Himself scornful,
But gives to the youthful His grace.
35 “The Wise will inherit respect,
But the Fools will reside in contempt!"
Babid continues Wiz ELessons to Solomon, related by Wim to
Bis oton Son.
4 : Listen, sons, to a father’s instruction,
And reflection attentively learn ;—
2 For good doctrine I utter to you,
So never abandon my rules.
3 For I was my father's dear son,
Who because of my mother he loved,
So he taught me himself, and he said,~—
4 * Now let your heart cling to my words,
Regard my instructions and live.
5 Get Wisdom ; and get Understanding,
Nor forget her, nor swerve from her speech,
6 Nor abandon; and then she will guard;—
And love her,-—and she will preserve.
* Let Wisdom be first; purchase wisdom;
And Reflection with all you possess;
8 Exalt her,—and she will exalt you,—
And honour you, when you salute ;—
9 Place a beautiful wreath on your head,
And give a magnificent crown.
10 ** Listen, son, and attend to my words,
They will add to the years of your life.
1L “1 teach you the pathways of Wisdom
I direct to the smoothest of roads,
12 Where, walking, your foot will not stumble,
And if running you will not fall down.—
13 Seize Instruction, and let her not go,



4—14

PROVERBS. 5—1s

* Never enter the path of the wicked ;—
Nor advance by the road of the bad.
Avoid it, and pass it not over,
Turn away from ascending, and shun;
For they sleep not unless they have wronged ;
And sleep leaves them unless they betray,
For their bread, is the eating of Crime,
And outrage the wine that they drink!
** But the path of the good, morning light,
Advancing to shine to full day!
While the road of the wicked is dark,
And they know not the time of their fall !
‘ My son! now attend to my words,
And bend down your ears to my speech.
And let it not slip from your eyes,
And guard in the depth of your heart|
They are life to whoever may find;
And health to all parts of his frame.
Guard ever your thoughts with all care,
For from them come the issues of life.
‘** Expel from yourself a false mouth,
And cast from yourself a loose life.
Let your eyes to your object look straight,
And your glance be direct before you.
And ponder the path for your feet,
And let all your courses be firm.
Swerve not to the right or the left,—
But turn off your foot from the wrong,

A @arning against Vice,

“ My son! to my wisdom attend,
And bend down your ear to my thoughts;
Keep to reflection and knowledge,
Which they will provide for your lips,

*“Though a loose wanton's lips may drop honey,
And her mouth may be smoother than oil,
Her results are more bitter than wormwood,
More sharp than a double-edged sword !
Her steps only lead down to Death,
Her pathways conduct to the Grave.
Lest you find out the pathway of life,
Her paths are untraceably wound.—
‘ But listen, my children, to me,

And turn not away from my words ;
From her let your steps turn away,
And approach not the door of her house.
Lest you give to Seducers your wealth,
Aud to those without mercy your years.
Lest strangers be fed by your strength,
And your wealth in a foreigner’'s home,
And you groan at results to yourself,
With your body and manhood destroyed,
And exclaim, ‘ How I hated instruction,
And rejected reproof from my heart !
Nor would learn from the voice of my teacher,
Nor bend to instruction my ears!
I have almost been always in sin!
In the midst of the crowd and the court.’

An Gzhoriation to Chastity,

“ Drink water drawn from your own well,
And streams from the depth of your spring;

“Re
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From your fountains that flow in your court,
That run into pools with their streams.

And reserved for your own use alone,—

Not for you, and for strangers as well.—
And let your spring always be blessed,

And rejoice with the wives of your youth,
With the lovely gazelles, graceful ever ;—

At all times be entranced by their breasts,

And dream at all times of their love.
* Why, my son, be entranced with the love,
And embrace to a breast that is strange ?—
For man's ways are observed by the LORD,
Who carefully weighs all his paths,
His own vices capture the bad,
And hold him enchained in his sins;
By his want of reflection he dies,
And his numberless follies betray."

Adbice on Business Affairs,
“ My son, are you bond for a friend ?

Or for strangers have signed with your hand ?
Or are snared by the words of your mouth ?
Or caught by the words of your lips?
Try this way, my son, to get free,—
Since you are in the hand of your neighbour,
Go humble yourself to your friend,
And never give sleep to your eyes,
Nor give to your eyelids a rest,
Till you leap like a deer from his net,
And a bird from the hand that had caught.

The Parable of the Ani.

“ Go, Sluggard, look at the Ant,
Consider her ways, and be wise |
Who has no Leader, Guardian, or King,
Yet lays up her bread in the summer,
And heaps up in harvest her food!

“ How long will you lie down, you sluggard ?
When will you rise from your sleep ?
* A little more sleep, and a little more slumber,
A little more folding the hand for a sleep,'—
So your poverty comes like a robber,
And your want like a man with a shield.

On the @haracteristics of Vice.
* A loose fellow—a man of no worth,—

Goes about with a profligate mouth;
With winking of eyes, with a shuffling of feet,
With his finger he mischief provokes :—
Always planning, and letting loose sin {—
But his punishment comes unexpected,
With a sharp irreparable break.

@What the Lord Pates.
“There are six things the LORD Himself hates,

And a seventh is abhorred by His soul;
Haughty eyes, and a tongue that deceives ;
And hands shedding innocent blood ;
A heart that plans out vile deceptions;
Feet ready to rush to do wrong;
A breather of lies for defrauding;
And the sender of strife among friends|
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PROVERBS,

On Filial Buly and Warnings against Bebauchery.

*“My son! guard your father's commands,
And your mother’s rules do not reject;
Continually wrap round your heart,
And make them the scarf of your neck.
They will be in your course as a guide,
And watch you when lying asleep,
And converse with you when you awake,—
His command is a lamp, and her rules are a light,
And reproofs to instruct in the pathway of life,
To guard you from women defiled :—
From the strangers with flattering tongues.

*In your heart never long for their charms,

And be not ensnared by their smiles,—
A whore brings to a morsel of bread ;
The adulteress hunts the dear life !

‘*Can a man put a fire in his breast,
And not be consuming his clothes ?
Can a man upon burning coals walk,
And by them his feet not be scorched ?
Thus who goes to the wife of his friend,
Escapes not from her without loss.—
They despise not a thief if he steals,
To fill the demand of his life ;
But if found he repays sevenfold,
All he has in his house they will take.
But the coward corrupting a wife
Produces a rot to his life;
He finds but disease and disgrace,
And his infamy cannot be hid 1'—
For jealousy makes a man mad ;
Unsparing in time of revenge,—
No recompense he will regard,
No rest for the greatest of bribes!

* My son, give regard to my words,—=
Lay up with yourself my commands;
Regard my commandments,—and live,—
And my rules like the ball of your eye.
Let them girdle your fingers around,
Inscribe on the book of your heart ;—
Say to Wisdom, * My sister are you';
And Discernment address as your friend,
Who will guard you from women depraved ;
From the stranger with slippery tongue.

' Once from my house, thro’ the lattice,
At the time of the evening I looked,
And, watching, I saw in the Broadway,
With the young men a youth without sense,
Who passed thro’ the street to her corner,—
He stalked on the way to her house,
In the twilight, the dusk of the day,
In the gloom of the night, towards dark;
Then I saw a woman approach him,
A dressed harlot,~—and crafty of heart,—
(Such are noisy, and cannot be quiet,
And their feet never rest in the house,—
But are now in the streets,—in the squares,~
And lurking in every nook),—
And she eagerly seized him and kissed,
And pouted her mouth, and addressed ;—

‘** I have offered my offering of thanks,—
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To-day I have paid what I vowed ;
And so I have come out to meet you,—
To seek for your face, and have found !
I have spread pretty rugs on my couch,—
Of Egypt the bright-coloured chintz,
I have charmingly scented my chamber,
With cinnamon, sandal, and myrrh {—
“‘Comein! let us riot with loves!
And delight with the darlings till dawn ;-
For the master is not in my home,—
He has gone on a journey afar |
He took with him a bag full of cash ;—
He comes home on the day of new moon.’
She seduced him by pratteling much ;—
She deludes by her pattering lips l—
fIe went, like an ox to be slain;
Went and leaped like a stag to a net,
Till his liver is pierced by her dart ;—
As a bird he makes haste to the trap,
Aund knows not, it is ‘or his life!
‘* But you, my son, listen to me
And attend to the words of my mouth,
Incline not your heart to her path,
Nor turn yourself to her arcade.
For many fall wounded by her,
And her murdered wouid make a great host ;—
Her house is the path to the grave;
It leads down to the Chambers of Death | "

The Inbitation of Wisdom.

** And then does not Wisdom invite ?
And Intellect utter her voice?
From the top of the mounds by the roads,—
She stands at the junction of streets.
At the gates; at the front of the walls,
When the entrances open, she shouts;
*“¢‘Men ! it is to you that I call!l
And to Adam’s sons utter my voice |—
You foolish,—reflect and have sense;
You stupid,—reflect in your heart |
Hear, for I speak with manifest sense,
And with honesty open my lips;
And my palate articulates truth,
And my lips are abhorring the false.
All the words of my mouth are for right,
None in them are bent, or perverse;
To intellect, they are all straight,
And plain to the seeker of fact,~—
Sejze my instructions,~—not money —
And knowledge before refined gold |
For Wisdom is fairer than pearls,
And all pleasures equal not hers !
“*1, Wisdom, am dwelling with skill,
And know the discoveries of thought.
Fear the L.ORD, and dislike wicked pride,
For pride, bad ways, and libel I hate;
But Counsel and Safety are mine;
And mine are Reflection and power;
Kings reign, and the Princes do right;
And the Governors govern by me,
With all Judges controlling the land;
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