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ZAKARIAH.

The period of Zakariah’s Prophetic Office was about 520 to 517 B.C.

A @all to Xisten ts God.

I N the seventh month of the second

year of Darius, the Command of
the EVER-LIVING came to Zakariah-
ben-Barakiah-ben-Ado, the Preacher,
to say ;—

“The EVER-LIVING was angry with
your fathers, angry; so say to them,
Thus says the LorRD oF HOSTS, * Re-
turn to me,’ says the LORD OF HOSTS,
‘and I will return to you,’ says the
Lorp oF Hosts. Be not like your
ancestors, when the former Preachers
addressed them, to say,—*' Thus says
the LORD oF HOSTS turn from your
evil paths and bad practices,'—for
they would not listen, nor would they
seek Me,” says the EVER-LIVING.

“Your fathers,—Where are they?
And do the Preachers live for ever ?

* But, however, My words, and My
decrees, and My commands to My
servants the Preachers, did they not
catch your forefathers, who repented
and said, ‘As the LORD OF HOSTS
decided to do to us, He has done to
us, in accordance to our ways and
practices.’”

Zahariah in Vision shoton a Red

7

Worse and its Rider amongst the
Myrtles.
On the twenty-fourth day of the

- eleventh month, that is the month of

10

Shebat, in the second year of Darius,
the command of the EVER-LIVING
came to Zakariah-ben-Barakiah-ben-
Ado the Preacher;—

And I wasenlightened in the night,
and saw a man mounted on a red
horse, who stood amongst the shadew
of the Myrtle trees; and red, bay,
and white horses followed him. So
I asked, * What are these, sir?”
When the Messenger who conversed
with me replied, 1 will show you
what these are.”’—

Then the man who was stationed
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amongst the Myrtles answered and
said, ‘‘These are those whom the
EVER-LIVING sends to patrol the
earth,”

Then they addressed the Mes-
senger of the EVER-LIVING who was
stationed amongst the Myrtles, and
said, ** We have patrolled the earth
and all the earth rests and ig still |

The Messenger of the EVER-LIVING,
however, replied and exclaimed, * For
how long; LLORD, will you not have
pity on Jerusalem ? and the Cities of
Judah, with which you have been
angry for these seventy years?'’

And the EVER-LIVING responded
to the Messenger who spoke with me
in kind words, consoling words, when
the Messenger of the EVER-LIVING
who conversed with me said, * Pro-
claim and say,

* Thus says the LORD oF HosTS, I
am jealous for Jerusalem, and for
Zionwith a great jealousy; and I am
angry with a great anger against the
wanton Heathen!—When I was a
little angry, they helped themselves
to sin!—Therefore,” thus says the
EVER-LIVING, *'I will return to Jeru-
salem with mercies. My House shall
be rebuilt in it,” says the LORD OF
HosTs, “and a Hope shall be ex-
tended to Jerusalem!'— Proclaim
again, and say, *‘ Thussaysthe LORD
OoF HosTts; My City. shall again
expand with prosperity, and the
EVER-LIVING -again pity Zion, and
choose Jerusalem again!”’

@The Vision of the PWorns and
Smiths.

Then I raised my eyes and looked,
and saw four horns! So I asked the
Messenger who was conversing with
me, *‘ What are these?’” When he
replied to me, * Those are the horns
that scattered Judah, and Israel, and
Jerusalem.,”
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3 The Noble! then showed me four
smiths, and I asked, * What have

4 these come to do?”” When he re-
plied by saying, ** Those horns scat-
tered Judah, so that hardly a man
could hold up his head, but these
come to terrify them, to depress the
horns of the haughty Heathen, who
toss up the land of Judah on their
horns.”

The Man with a Surbepor’s Eine.

5 I again raised my eyes and looked,
and saw a man with a measuring line
in his hand, so I asked, “ Where are
you going to? "

6 When he replied to me, “To
measure Jerusalem, to ascertain what
is its breadth, and what isits length.”

7 And then I saw the Messenger who
was conversing with me go away,
and another Messenger came to

8 speak with him, and said to him
“Run and tell this young man, and
say, ‘Jerusalem shall overflow with
population,—with the crowd of men

9 and animals in it,and I will be a wall
of fire to it around,’ says the EVER-
LIVING, ‘and as a splendour in her
heart.’ "

A Gall to Fsrael to Refurn.

10 “O-ho! O-ho! fly from the land
of the North!" saysthe EVER-LIVING,

““ for I spread you like the four winds -

of the skies,” says the EVER-LIVING.
11 '*A-hoy, Zion, who dwells with the

12 daughter of Babel, escape!’—For

thus says the LORD OF HosTs, “I
will send a Sun-set splendour to the
Heathen who plundered you ;—for

whoever injures you, injures the

13.ball of his’ own eye. For I will
shake My hand against them, and
they shall be plundered by their
slaves, and learn that the LORD of
HOSTs has sent me! .
14 ‘“‘Shout and rejoice, Daughter of
Zion !—for I will come and reside in

your midst,” says the EVER-LIVING,

15 “and many nations will join them-

1 Nork.—~Ch. 2, v. 3. “Noble.” In the
Hebrew Jehovah—JTYY; which is seen at
times in the Bible to be used in the sense of
* Noble,” and is not always to be understood
of the Supreme Being, The common error of
translators and commentators in restricting
in their works the title as alone to belong to
Gop, has introduced great confusion into
many passages.—F. F,
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selves to the LIFE, at that time, and
they shall become My People.—But I
will reside amongst you, and you
shall know that the LORD OF HOSTS
has sent me to you, when the EVER- 16
LIVING possesses Judah as His por-
tion in the Holy Land, and again
chooses Jerusalem !”

Let all existence be silent before
the LORD, for He is awake on His
Holy Hilll

@he Bigh Priest and the Messenger,

I afterwards saw Joshua the High 3
Priest standing before the Messenger
of the EVER-LIVING ; but Satan stood
at his right hand to accuse him.—
The Noble, however, said to Satan, 2
“The EVER-LIVING reprove you
Satan! Yes!| the EVER-LIVING Who
has chosen Jerusalem, reprove you !
Is not he a brand snatched from out
the fire? "

Joshua, however, was clothed in 3
filthy clothes as he stood before the
Messenger, so he spoke to his atten- 4
dants present and said ; % Strip those
filthy clothes off from him.” And
then said to him, *You perceive
I have removed your frailties from
you, and clothed you in a splendid
robe!" .

Then I said, ‘““Let them put a 3
beautiful turban on his head | ”

So they put a beautiful turban on
his head, and clothed him in robes,

Then the Messenger of the 1LvVER-
LIVING stood up :—and the Messenger 6
of the EVER-LIVING addressed Joshua
and said ;—** Thus says the LORD OF 7
HosTts—If you walk in My paths;
and if you guard My trust; then you
shall rule My House; and then you
shall guard My Court, and I will
permit you to walk amongst these
officials.—Listen now, Joshua the 8
High Priest, you and your com-
panions, who continue in your pre-
sence,—for they are witnessing men,
—that I will bring out My SERVANT
the BRANCH. Now look at the Stone 9
which I place before Joshua,—on that
peculiar Stone there are seven eyes,
—I have engraved the engraving,”
says the LORD of HosTs, ‘“ and will
remove the frailties of the earth at
that special time.—At that time,” 10
says the LORD OF HosTs, *“ men will
speak with their friends under the
vine, and under the fig tree.”

The Messenger then turned to 4
converse with me, and roused me
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like a man awakened from sleep, and
asked me, " What are you looking
at?"”

When I answered, I have been
looking, and saw a lamp all of gold,
with a cup on its top, and seven
lights on its seven uprights, with
seven branches for thelights,that were
onitstop. Two Olive trees also stood
one on the right and the other on the
left.”-——And I continued, and asked
the Messenger who was conversing
with me, and said,—*Tell me, Sir,
what are these ? "

The Messenger who conversed with
me accordingly replied, and asked,
‘* Do you not know what these are? "

And 1 answered, ‘' No, Sir!”

So he said to me, ““ Say, Thus the
EVER-LIVING commands to Zeru-
babel,—Say, Not by wealth and
power, but by My Spirit.” TheLORD
OF HosTs asks, * What are you, Great
Mountain? Before Zerubabel you
will be smooth, and he will bring up
the great stone with cheers of * Good
Iuck! Good luck to it!’”

®On Zernhabel laying the Foundation

8

9
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- ofthe Second Tem ple.

The command of the EVER-LIVING
came to me again to say ;—

‘“The hands of Zerubabel have
laid the foundation of this HOUSE,
and his hands shall finish it,—~you
will thus know that the LORD oOF
HosTs hassent me toyou. Andwho
should despise the day of small things ?
So rejoice, and see, there are on the
Stone chosen by the hand of Zeru-
babel,—those Seven Eyes of the
EVER - LIVING that traverse all the
earth.”

But I continued and asked him,
“ What are those two Olives on the
right and left of the lamps?” And I
again enquired and asked him, ** What
are the two Olive branches that are
on each side of the two golden
feecrs that extend from the golden
standards ?"

And he replied to me asking,
‘* Do you not know what they are?

When 1 answered, **No, Sirl”
-So he said, ** Those are the two Sons-
of-oil who stand near the Master of
all the Earth.”

@ichedness put into a Skip.

Then 1 turned, and raised my
eyes and looked, and saw a flying

roll, and he asked me, ‘ What are 2
you looking at?" And I answered,
“I am looking at a Flying-roll of
twenty cubits long, and ten cubits
broad."”

When he said to me, ** That is the 3
D1vINE POWER that will go out over
the whole face of the earth, when
every thief will be reformed by it,
like this, and every perjurer will be
reformed by it, like that. I will ex- 4
pand it,” the LORD OF HOSTS has
declared, ‘‘ and it will enter into the
house of the thief, and into the house
of the perjurer from My Name, and
lodge in his house, and purify its
timbers and stones!

The Messenger also proceeded to 5
talk with me, and told me, * Now,
raise your eyes and see what will come
out from these.” And I asked, 6
“What is it?"” When he replied,
‘That is the Ephah which will go out,
and,” he continued, *‘ this is the
Wickedness of all the land!” Then 4
I saw him lift up a talent of lead, and
that a- woman sat inside the Ephah!

* This,” he said, * is Wickedness!” 8
and flung her into the Measure, and
threw the lump of lead on its mouth!

I again raised my eyesand looked, ¢
and saw two women come up with a
wind in their wings,—and their wings
were like the wings of a stork, and
they carried the Measure up between
the earth and the skies. So I said 10
to the Messenger, * Will you inform
me where they are carrying the
Measure to?"” When he replied, 11
*“To build a House in the land of
Shinar, and when it is ready she will
be fixed there on her own seat!”

The four Chariots bettueen Hoo Wills-
of $teel.

I turned again and raised my 6
eyes and looked, and saw four
chariots come from between the two
mountains,—but the two mountains
were hills of steel. In the first 2
chariot were red horses, and in the
second chariot bay horses, and in the 3
third chariot white horses, and in the
fourth chariot dark grey horses. So 4
I spoke, and asked the Messenger who
was conversing with me, * What are
these, sir?”’

When the Messenger answered 5
and said to me, ‘' These are the four
winds of the Skies that travel out
from the Court of the Master of all
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6 the Earth. The one with the Red
Horses, proceeds to the land of the
North; and the White proceed to
the West; and the Bay proceed to

7 the land of the South.” And the Grey
advanced and enquired the journey
they were to go on the earth? when
he said, “Go! and travel up and
down on the earth! "—

8 He then called to me, and said,
“Look! Those going to the land of
the North, will allay my wind in the
land of the North.”

The Frophet Ordered to Crofon
Foshua-ben-Fhogatak as the
Branch,

9 Again the command of the LorDp
came to me to say ;—

10 *Take some of the Transported,
some from Huldi, some from Tobiah
and some from Jedaiah, and at the
same time enter the house of Joshiah-
ben-Zephaniah, who has come from
11 Babel. You must also take silver
and gold and make a turban and set
them on the head of Joshua-ben-
12 Jhozadak, the High Priest, and say
to him, ‘Thus says the LOrRD OF
HosTs—Proclaim this is the Man
whose Name is THE BRANCH! and
under it they shall grow who will
build theTempleof the EVER-LIVING!’
13 For he will build the Temple of the
EVER-LIVING, and carry honour, and
sit, and govern on his throne, and
become an enthroned Priest, and
peaceful council will be amongst
14 them. Here are also the turbans for
Huldi, and Tobiah, and Jedaiah,
for Ken-ben-Zephaniah, as a
memorial in the Temple of the
15 EVER-LIVING, for they came from
afar to build the Temple of the
EVER-LIVING.” And they recognized
that the LORD OF HOSTS sent metc
them. * And it will be done, if you
listen to the voice of your Gop."”

Bariug's Ambassadors sent o
Enquire of the Ford

7 It also occurred, in the fourth year
of King Darius that the command of
the L.ORD came to Zakariah, in the
fourth day of the ninth month,—in

2 Kislu, when Beth-el sent Sharazer,
and Reghem Melek and their people
to worship in the Presence of the

3 LORD, and to ask the Priests of the
House of the LorDp oF Hosrs, and

the Preachers, enquiring, * Should I
weep in the fifth month in Remem-
brance as I have done for so many
years?"

Then the command of the I.OrRD oF 4
HoOSTSs came to me to say,—' Address
all the People of the Country, and
the Priests, and say, When you ;5
fasted and mourned in the fifth, and
in the seventh, during these seventy
years, did you fast to Me ?

*And when you ate and drank ;—did 6
younot eat and drink for yourselves ?
What were the Messages that the %
EVER-LIVING proclaimed by means
of the former Preachers, when Jeru-
salem was inhabited, and prosperous,
with villages around her, and the pas-
tures and the slopes were peopled?”

Further the EVER-LIVING’S com- 8
mand came to Zakariah to say ;—

Thus says the LorD oF HOSTS -— 9

‘“ Practise Justice, Truth, and
Right, with mercy, and kindness,
each to his Neighbour; and oppress 10
not widow, orphan, and foreigner,
and the helpless; and do not each
contrive wrong in his heart against
his brother.—But they refused to 11
attend, and presented a stiff shoulder,
and deadened their ears to the sound :
—and put adamant on their heart 12
rather than listen to the Laws, and
the Commands which the LORD oF
HosTs sent by His Spirit, by the
hands of the earlier Preachers, con-
sequently great anger came from the
LORD OF HosTs. And as when I 13
proclaimed they would not listen ; so
when they called to Me I would not
listen,” says the LORD OF HosTs,
“but scattered them over all the
Nations whom they knew not, and
this country was deserted after them
both of passengers and inhabitants,
for this lovely land was desolate.”

The Ford’'s Eohe for Zion,

‘The command ofthe EVER-LIVING 8
came again to say ;— \

Thus says the LORD oF HosTs, "1 2
have an affection for Zion,—a great
affection,—I have an ardent affection
for her!” :

Thus said the EVER-LIVING, *‘I 3
will return to Zion and reside in
Jerusalem, when Jerusalem shall be,

‘ The City of Truth,’ and the Hill of
the LORD OF HosTs, ‘The Hill of
Holiness!'”

Thus said the LORD oF HosTs,— 4

*Old men and old women shall again
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reside in Jerusalem, and men with
sticks in their hands because of the
number ofdays! And the squares of
the City shall be full of children,
laughing in its squares.”

Thus said the LoORD OF HOSTS | —
“If this is wonderful in the eyes of
the fragments of this People, in these
times,—should it also be wonderful
in My eyes?—the LORD OF HOSTS
asks.

Thus said the LorD OF HOSTS ;—
“I will rescue My People from the
land of the East, and from the land
of the Setting-sun, and will bring
them back, and they shall settle in
Jerusalem and they will be My
People, and I will be their Gob, by
truth and right!”

Thus said the LORD OF HOSTS;—
‘“ Strengthen your hands to listen,—
in these days, to the messages from
the mouth of those who preached on
the day of laying the foundation of
the House of the LLORD OF HOSTS,on
which to build the Temple, for before
those times, there were no wages,
and no hire for cattle ;—and there
was no safety in going or returning
because of robbery ; and I permitted
all the country to be each against his
neighbour. But now, I amnotto the
fragments of this People as in those
former times,” says the LORD OF
HosTs. ‘' For, sowing in peace, the
vine yields her fruit, and the earth
gives its produce, and the skies give
their dew, and I cause the fragmentsof
this People to possess all these. And
although you became a curse to the
Heathen, House of Judah and House
of Israel;—when I rescue you, then
you shall become a blessing! Fear
not! but strengthen your hands.”

Thus said the L.ORD OF HOSTS ;—

‘*As 1 decided to punish you, and
was angry with your fathers,” says
the LLorRD OF HosTS, ‘* and did not
spare ; so I will reverse My intention
in the present time, and benefit
Jerusalem, and the House of Judah
need not fear., These are the rules
that you must practise. Speak truth
each to his neighbour. Practise
Truth, Justice, and Peace, in your
gates, and do not devise wrong every-
one against his neighbour in your
hearts,—and love no false oath. For
all that is what I hate,” says the
EVER-LIVING.

A Fromise to Judal, and its
Wonditions.
The command of the LORD OF Hosts
came again to me to say;—
Thus says the LORD OF HosTs,
‘ The Fast of the fourth and the Fast
of the fifth,—and the Fast of the
tenth,—shall become to the House of
Judah a joy and delight, and cheerful
IFeasts, when they love Truth and
Peace.”
Thus said the LORD OF HOSTS,
** Nations will come, and many Cities
turn, and Populations will go to
another and say, ‘Let us march and
pray in the Presence of the iLVER-
LIVING, and enquire of the LORD OF
Hosts,—I myself will go.” Formany
Peoples, and powerful Nations, will
seek the LORD OF HOSTS at Jerusalem,

and pray in the Presence of the EVER-

LIVING."

Thus said the LORD OF Hosts :—
“ In those times ten men of various
languages of the Heathen will en-
courage themselves, and seize the
hand of a Jew, and say, ‘ We will go
with you,—for we hear that Gobp is
with you!'”

@The Burden of the Message of the 1&:::1'_1) to the Country near Bamash.

* Let it rest ;—
For the LORD's eyes are over Mankind,
And on all the Tribes of Israel;
And also Hamath and her district ;—
And on Tzur, and on Zidon,
Though she had great skill.
For Tzur built a fort for herself,
And heaped up the silver like dust,
And fine gold like mud in the streets.

‘ But look ! the LORD will seize her,—
Will strike her power on the sea;
And fire will consume her !—
Ashkalon also will see and will fear,—
And Gaza, and Akron in anguish,
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